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F To the Honourable 
| Sir PAUL WHICHCOT 
xt Knight and Baronet. | 


Am embok- 

i =; dened by the 
Tel BS ſingular Ver- 
x C22 nes and '0= 
ther worthy - Endow- 
ments I have been an 
Admuirer of in You,-t6 
make choice of Your- 
{elf to be the Patron 'of- 
the following DYxcourſe. 
And 
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"ThE piltle Dedicavry. | 


And the Law of Grati= 
tude commands me like- 
wiſe, to take this occaſi- 
fion of making 4 thank= 
ful Acknowledgment of 
themany Favours,which, 
as unworthy as I have 
been of them , IT have 
received from you. | 
As to this Treatiſe - | 
and i its Authour, Silence 
beſt becomes me; in 
regard of the near. Rea | 
lation I: bear to: him: |} 
Doi Onely 


% — » Las) ” 4 Ga. : 4 : ©. « # __— 
— m"—_— A FP © > - * PF de - os nk or a o Fo 
$I 3p #4 - +, , \ y oe oY : of 4 « - - # S —s 
- : * C = FS 
x * ” . by - ,: . q 
= n : * 
+,» - ” . = 
* © - , d 
2 4 p 
- — 
. # * 
x . 
i AT ESZEE 3 . # ; : w# ") 
.-. , : 
- ow 


Onely this I would ſug- 
geſt, That fince he had 
not prepared it for the 
Preſs, that Accuracy 
and Exattneſs ought 
not to be 4ookt for in 
it, which otherwiſe 
might be expected : 
But I doubt not, 'twill 
have the Approbationof 
all good men, as a Dil- 
courſe well adapted to 
the Promoting and Fur- 
therance of true Piety. 
And 


The Epiile Dedientiy, 
And that it may be ſuc- 
cefsful to''this beſt' of 
Ends', is the ' Hearty 
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Your moſt Obliged Kinſman 
And Humble Servant, 


John Worthington. 
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Therefore, my beloved Brethren , be Fe 
Stedfaſt, Unmoveable, always Abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord , foraſmuch 
as you kiow that yohr Luaboor is ob 
vain im the Lord. © 
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. A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
in this Chapter ; and that in oppoſition 
ta.thoſe that denyed.the Doctrine of the 
FS: Any Of fe. .beſides 
this preſent Life ; as. appeared by that 
wicked Speech of theirs, mentioned in 
Verſ. 42. Let us Eat and Drink , for to 
Mqrrgw we ſhall Die ; that's,” Leg us live 
1nFÞleaſure; be*merry and delight our 
Senſes, let us take, our fill of the good 
things of this Wotld ; for tro Morrow we 
Die, for within alittle while we ſhall be 
taken out of this World, Death will come 
*ere long and.ſeize on us, and then there 
will beanend.of us. This is at large and 
In very lively Exprefſions deſcribed in the 
Book of Wiſdom, where wicked Men are 
brought .in ſpeaking out the inward 
Atheiſm of their Hearts, Chap. 2.6, 7,8, 
9. Come 03 , let us enjoy the good things 
that are preſent, , and let ng, ſpeedily (or 
earneſtly, owg9 aim) uſe thi'\\Creiitures like 
as in Touth. | Let us fill our: ſetves' with 
coftly Wine. ana Oyntments 4; and tet no 
Flower of the. Spring paſs"Þy\.us. \| Let us 
Crown our ſelves with RofeVbunas before the 
be withered, Let none F965, t 
his part of our Voluptuonſneſs (or jolity) 
let us leave Tokens of onr joyfulneſs im every 
place, All this is a larger account of that, 
briefly expreſt by. the Apoſtle; Let »s 
Eft, - 


Eat 
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A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15, 58- 
Eat and Drink. And as it follows, for 
to Morrow we Die ;. ſo upon the like con» 
ſideration do theſe in Wa. 2. encourage 
themſelves toa Senſual Life, Verſ. 1. Our 
\ Life is ſhort; Verl. 5. Ouy time is @ wery 
| ſhaddow that paſſeth away ; and after our 
end there is no returning, And the like 
in Verſ. 2. 3, 4. But let the Senſual 
ones, thoſe that are Atheiſtically. diſpol- 
ed, talk at this rate, and rejoyce intheir 
Youth; let them walk in the ways cf 
their Hearts, and in the fight of their 
lt Eyes; let them mock at the Righteous, 
 . and account his Life Madneſs, (Wiſd.s.4.) 
" They ſhall one day know; That verily 
' there is @ reward to the Righteous, and 
| doubtleſs, there is a God that judgeth in the 
Earth ; The Righteous ſhall live for ever- 
more, their reward is with the Lord, and 
the care of them 8s with the moit High ; 
they ſhall receive a Glorious K gngdom and 
a Beautiful. Crown from the Lords Hand, 
(Wiſd. 5. 15, 16.) or as the Apoſtle 
here , their Labour is not ( ſhall not be ) 
in vain iy the Lord. 


| The Wards maybe eafily reſolved: in- 
to theſe Propoſitions; 


i. Chriſtiazs muſt be Stedfaſt, well-groans 
B 2 d:d 
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A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58, 
ded and rooted in the Faiths ERabliſhed in 
the Truth. 


2. Chriſtians muſt be Onmoveable in the 
Profeſſion of the Truth , particularly in the 
Profeſſion of the Faith of the Reſurretion 


ana a Life to come. | 


3. Chriſtians muſt always Abourd in the 
work of the Lord. 


4. Chriſtians have good ground to be aſ- 
ſured that their Libour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. They that abound moſt in 
God's work, 1n the L2bours of Religion, 
may per{wade themſelves that they ſhall 
not loſe their Reward, their Labour 1s not 
loft, is not fruitle?s; but ihall certainly 
be rewarded. 


In ſpeaking to which Propolitions , 
we ſhall not nced to ſeek for Proof elle- 
where then jn the Text : For the foullow- 
ing Propoſition doth fully and pertirent- 
ly prove the former, as thus. Chriſtians 
mult be Sredfa#, forelſe they cannot be 
Unmoveable, Chriſtians muſt be both 
Stedfaſt and Unmoveable, for elte they 
will not , they cannot be Abounaing al- 
ways in the work of the Lord, Chriſtians 
mult Abound in the work of the Lord, for 
their Labour will not be in vain in the Lora, 
PROPOs 


PROPOSITION LI. 


Chriſtians mu#t be Stedfaſf, well. groun- 
ded and rooted in the Faith, Eſtabliſhed 
in the Truth, 


That the Soul be without knowledye, it 
is not good , faith Salomon, Prov.19 2, 
Here 1s a Litotes, not good, /. e. itis a 
ſad and miſerable condition. But in Heb, 
13. 9. It is a good thing that the Heart be 
eſtabliſhed with Grace ; that is, in the Go» 
ſpel, be grounded in the Truth of the 
Goſpel ( which is frequently called 
yepic , Grace, in the New Teſtament )} 
in oppoſition to the Moſaica! Law , 
which is here deſcribed by Meats, and 
in Chap. 9. 10. *tis {aid to ſtand only 1n 
Meats aud Drinks and diverſe Waſhings, 8c. 

It is S. Paul's advice to Timothy , 
Hold faſt the form of ſound words which 
thou haſt heard of me, 2 Tim.1. 13. The 
word UToTYT#n; 15A ſbort form or draught, 
a ſummary, no long and tedious buſineſs 
for the Memory , nor made up of many 
Nice and ſubtle Speculations : The main 
Subſtantials of Religion lie in a little 
room ; they ſhould be delivered briefly, 
and-1n an ealie and evidear way ; not 
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A Diſcaarſe'0n 1 Cor. 15, 58. 
clog'd with obſcure and intricate No» 
tions, with unneceflary or doubtful O- 

inions ; ſound or wholcſome words and 
Dofrine, and what that is, is plain'in 
r Tim. 6. 3. where wholeſome words, and 
the Dodrine which is according to Godli. 
ne(s are the ſame : That DoCtrine which 
is proper and powerful to beget and to 
encreaſe 4 Godlike diſpoſition and Life, 
this 15 ſound Lottrine, and it makes ſound 
and vealthful Chriſtians : Being well di- 
geſted, it makes ſtrong Men in Chriſt, it 
ftrengthens the Heart, it makes the Soul 
lively and cheerful, able to Run a Race, 
the Race ſet before us, it mends the Con- 
titution and Complexion of the Soul. 

It was the commendation of the belicv- 
ers at Rome, that ye obeyed from the Heart 
that Tur S321, form of Doctrine dcli- 
vered unto you, Or unto which ye were acli- 
vered up, «; 6 v mrap:3% re, Rom. 6. 17. 

It becomes Chriſtians to be ready to 
give an Anſwer to him that asketh a Rea- 
fon of their hope and Faith which they 
profeſs, i Pet, 3.15, 

They ſhould be knowingly Religious, 
1 Cor 14. 20. B2 wot Children in unaer- 
ſtanding: howbeit in Malice, Th ngxia, tn 
wickedneſs, be ye Childrew (as to innocency 
and harmlcſneſs) ' but in a4nderitanding 
e Mt. Reaſon, 
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Dibewſe 0n! 1:Cor. 15. 58. 
- Reaſon; Chriſtians iy” be Sea; for 
elſe they. cannot be Unmoveaile, 


There can never be EreCted and Rear» 
ed up a firmand laſting StrufQture of Re- 
ligion, except a good and ſure Foundati- 
or be firſt layd. In Building, that which 
requires the firſt and exattelt care, is the 
Foundation and Groundwork ; if that be 
not well ordered, the Builder Builds '1a 
vain , does as good as nothing. The 
Fooliſh Man that Built his Houſe «por the 
Sand (as it is Matth,*1, 26.) is faid to 
Build without a Foundation, (Luk. 6. 49.) 
the Savd was a fluid and uncertain bottom, 
nothing could be faſten'd to it, as good as 
no Foundation at all : And therefore it 
was no wonder that the Houſe Builr upon 
the Sand fell immediately, ( toll; imo, 
ſaich Luke) when the Rain, Floods and 
Winds beat upon the Honſe : As on 
the contrary, the Houſe which the Wz/e 
| Man Built, was unmoveable, the Winds 
and Floods con/d not ſhake it, (ſaith Lake) 
becauſe it was well Built upon a ſure 
_ Foundation , for it was Founded upon 8 
Rock, (ſay Matthew and Luke) he Dig- 
ged deep, faith Zuke, till he came to'a 
Natural Mine of Stone, a Rock ; and his 
B 4 Scrutture 
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* A Diſcourſe dn: x Cor. 25,58. 
Struftute was ſure and. firm, it fell nor, 
but held our, though it was aſſaulted by 
the Rain, and Winds, and Floods ; by 
which Three Words, 'are meant all ſorts 
of difficulties and trials in this Life , 
that try the ſtrength and reality. of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion': Rain and Hal falls 
with violence upon the Roof and upper 
part : Winas try the (ides of the Houſe, 
the Walls: The Floods, and ruſhings of 
Water, Torrents and Land-floods, cauſed 
by the immoderate Rain, try the lower 
parts.; {ſo that the Houſe was tryed 
every way, how fure and firm it was) 
yet /# fell not, but flood unſhaken and 
unmoveable, for it was Founded upon 4 
Rock, ' The Houſe Built by the fooliſh 
Man, might to the Eye ſeem a fair-and 
goodly Building, and as well Built as the 
other ; the formal Chriſtian may make 
a fair ſhow, and' his outward Profeſiion 
may have the praiſe of Mew (as our Sa- 
viour ſpeaks of: the vain glorious per- 
formance 'of ſeveral Duties in Religion, 
Matth. 6.) but when  Afiidtions and 
Femptations came, the difference between 
hefe Two Buildings (though when all 
7&8 quiet and calm, they ſeem'd ſa like 
equally ' exact) eaſily appeared : 
W ie -: Builder's Houſe ſtood , his 

WHhes——j——=5 Structure 
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A Diſcourſe vn 1 Cor. 15.58. 
StruQture of Religion was firm and laſt- 
i0g.: But the meer outward Profeſſion 
of the other, the Fooliſh Builder's Houſe, 
fell immediately when the Rain came, 

and the Winds blew, and the Floods beat 
vehemently upon It; and great was the 
fall of it; it made a great ſhow while it 
ſtood, and it made as great 4 noiſe when 
it fell : The fall was the more notori- 
ous, by how much the former Profeſſion 
was more {pecinus. | 
The ſame Truth [That we: miſt be 
Stedfaſt and well grounded in the Faith, 
elſe we cannot be Unmoveable} may be 11- 
luſtrated from another Similitude, in the 
Parable of the Seed and Sower, Mark 4. 
16. we Read of ſome that receive the 
word, «/:w;, immediately,and ware yapas, 
with gladneſs : So Herod heard Fohn Bap- 
riſt gladly, fid\ws, (nay, further) and 
did many things, Mark 6. 20. Some things 
he did, and not a {mall ſome, yet he was 
but partial in Obedience ; his Herodias 
he would not part with, his peccata in 
delicijs ; in ſome leſs beloved Sins he 
weuld Reform. So they in Ezek. 33. 
31,32. heard with gladneſs. | 
- Buteven theſe that with g/ad2eſs, with 
ſome guſt and affeftion , receive the 
Word - *mmediately, when Afﬀiition or 
DATE Motngs , | ooo Perſe. 
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A Diſcourſe ow x Cor. 15. 58. 
Perſecution arileth for the Word*s fake, 
:mmediately. they 'are offended. Obſerve 
the doyble iremeadiately here. . 
They for''a while believe, ( ſaith Luke 
Chap. 8, 13.) and in time of Temptation 
fall away. 
What's' the Reaſon of all? Seeit in 
Mark 4. 17. They have no Root in them 


felves, and ſo endure but for a time. They 


were not rooted, grounde and fetled in 
the Faith ; and being not Sredfaff, they 
could not be Vzmoveable. There may be 
ſuch Oztward Chriſtians as may receive 
the Word immediately with ſome kind 
of affection, yet ſuch ſudden flaſhes and 
motions and appearances of good affteCti- 
ons are not to be. truſted to; nor are 
they from thencero think highly of them- 
ſelves. | 

See an Example in Luke 4. When 
Chriſt was Preaching in a Synagogue at 
Nazareth (the place of his Education ) 
they all in the Synagogue aid bear him Wit- 
neſs, and wondred at the Gracious Words 
which proceeded out of his Month, Verſ.22. 
and yet on a ſudden, preſently after , 
the ſame perſons, all they in the Syna- 
gogue, were filled with wrath, and roſe up 
and thruſt Chriſt out of the City, and led 
him to the brow of the Hill, that they might 


caſt 


4 A Diſcoarſe ou n Car:'v$.58. 
eaſt him Headlong, Verſ. 292''!Such. an 
uncertain , flight and: inconfiderable a 
thing is all that 'affeCtion, that is begot . 
by a ſlight, ſuperficial and formal know: 
ledge. : C240 
Before I conclude this, I ſhall only add; 
That to be #moveable or unchangeable,fixed 
and ſetled, is not ſimply and neceſſarily 
a praiſe-worthy quality and diſpoſition; 
but onely as the matter and object there+ 
of 1s, as the things are wherein we are 
unmoveable. Gal, 4. 18. It 7s good to be 
Zealouſly. affetFed in all good thinas, To 
turn from Errour to Truth, from Evil to 
Good, is Vertue and Praiſe; and an hap- 
py change. Whereas to perſiſt , to be 
ſtiff and unmoveablein an Opinion and 
Tenet, after ſtrong Reaſon to the con- 
trary, and all becauſe it has been their 
Opinion and way, 1s a fault, and that no 
{inall one ; it argues a great felf-love , 
ſelt-ſeeking, and undue affeQtion to their 
own 'praile or profit, and a greater regard 
to their Credit, then to Truth it ſelf. 

Nor 1s it Vertue or Praiſe to be un- 
moveable as to all External indifferent 
things; for the Apoſtle Paul himſelf, for 
the promoting a greater good, was not {o 
ſtrictly tyed up and confined in his own 
| Spirit 
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Spirit to'theſelefler things of an indiffer. * 
ent Nature, but he put himſelf into all 
ſhapes { yet ſoas to keep from what was 
ſinful) and. b-came (as far as lawfully he 
might) all rhings to all Men, that he might 
by all means ſave ſome, and winthem un- 
to Goodneſs. It was not out of Ambition 
or Love to the World, but out of a feri- 
ous regard to the good of others, and that 
he might be in a capacity, and have the 
fairer advantages to promote the Intereſt 
of Chriſtianity among Jews and Gentiles, 
that he denyed himſelf the uſe of his 
Chriſtian Liberty, and framed himſelf 
to the obſervance of certain Moſaical and 


| Jewiſh Rites, as on the contrary he bc- 


haved himſelf otherwiſe among the 
Gentiles, 2 Car. 9. 20. | 


PROPOSITION IL 


Chriſtians muſt be unmoveable , par- 


ticularly in the Profeſſion of the Faith 


of the Reſurrettion and 4 Life to 


COME, 


BE 


os | "> d _ . Cog "7 
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BE NOT MOVED, 
1. By any hardſhips and. troubles from 
the World. , 


The Apoſtle that here | exhorts 
Chriſtians to be #zmoveable, was ſo hints 
ſelf ; as he ſpeaks of himſelf, As 20. he 
knew that bonds and affliQions did abide 
and wait for him, But none of theſe things 
move me (faith he, Verſ. 24.) Neither 
count I my life dear unto my ſelf; ſo that 
I might finiſh my Courſe with joy: And 
having thus bravely quitted himſelf, he 
could ſay with Triumph a little before 
his Death, I am now ready to be offered, 
nd» omwIcu, 1 am already poured out, I 
am as it were Wine (fot a-Libamen or 
Drink-offering} poured out- upon the 
Sacrifice ; Che time of my departure is at 
hand ; Thave forght a gocd fight, I have 
finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith ;; 
and therefore he had a Holy confidence, 
that God the Righteous Fudge (as the 
Judge or Rewarder in the Grecian» Games 
did adjudge the Crown or Prize which 
hung over the Goal to the Conquerour) 
would give to him the Crown of Righteouſ- 
eſs, as the reward for behaving himſelf 

wel 
4 


i 
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ADiſiomſe on 1 Cor. 15. If 
' well in his Chriſtian Combate, 2 Tim: 
4. 6, 7, 8. 

The ſame .Apoſile .in Rom 8. fortifies 
and encourages believers againſt aMiQti. 
ons and hardſhips apon this ſcore, that 
they ſhould reckon and make account), 
that, the Sufferings of this preſent time 
axe mot - worthy to be compared with 
the Glory which ſhould. be revealed 

2ar no, proportion with-the Glory td 
come. For if ſufferings be -laid in one 
Ballance 5 and the Glory or Reward 
in the other ; the Glory will far out- 
weigh them. . For, 

'F The ſafferings or affliftions are but 
Momentary ; for .« Moment ,, 3 Tapzbitings 
2 Cor. 44317. and T59v 94k of the | time 
ow. , .of this 7. »vvy but the Glory 
is Eternal, ;.at Eternal weight of Glory. 
And Verſ. 18. The things wbich are ſeen 
are Temporal, or Temporary, TEITKRUPE » 
but the things which axe not ſeen ( the 
things of the other World) are Eternal. 
. 2. The ſufferings and difficulties here 
are but /ight, our light affliction ; bur the 
Reward to come is a weight of Glory, 
[8259 Ic&rg 5, and therefore it 1s far be- 
youd, and beyond compare doth exceed, 
the ſufferings ; 3 yea 4 far more exceeding; 
x9" Ymepionny es  UepBoAnm , a ſuper ſuper« 
[ative 


Fe A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. x5, 58. 
ene, weight. of Glory. Such forms-.of 
h uſe not to be met. /with-in other 

Foy hors ( either: Philoſophers, Poets of 
Orators) for they never-had ſuch great 
fl gs, ſuch A and excellent objes 
think and teak of, as; he Holy and 
Heavenly Apoltl who:had another per» 
ception of things: Heavenly, and Divine; 

d who: was caught up: 1nto the Thjrd 
>. ks or Paradice, and there beard 
words. unſpeakable. - -1 ., 

Nay further,,,The ſufferings and hard | 
ſhips which the better ſort.of- Men meet 
with in this World, ſhould rather- fortifie 
in them thebeliet and hope.of aReſurredtir 
on and Gloriqus Reward. then any w 
abate. i it ; for// erily ; phere is 4 Reward to, the 
Righteous: If, Lozarus has evil thiogs here, 
he {hall have his good things hereafter,and 
infinitely better then thoſe good things 
which Dives had here, as the, evil things 
. Lazarus had here were nothing to the 
evil (thoſe worſe) things that Dives was 
to feel hereafter. 

... 'Tis not poſlible that. the better ſartof 
God's Creation , his beſt Servants, his 
friends and faithful ones, ſhould always 
be 1n a Calamitous condition ; that there 
never ſhould be a difference between 
them that fear God, and them that oy 
wy in 


him, who endeavour to be like 'him 


bim: not. What ? Shall it 'never be betty 
with thoſe' that Love GoY; 'and whiofe 
Ferious care is to pleaſe hini knd* oe 
urifying themſelves as he is pure? Shatt - 
t never be better with' them chen com- 
monly it is in the World, where they 
ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake ? [- 
Shall it never be worſe with the wick- 
ed, who live in Enmity againſt God and 
Diſobedience, who live after their ow 


- Luſts and own Will, who make noCon- 


{cience of their ways, but reſpect thent- 
ſelves wholly , their profit ; pleaſure 
mtereſt, &+. and love not God nor their 
Neighbour, but are onely lovers of them- 
ſelves, not caring how; they Rebel a- 


-gainſt God; and Oppreſs Men? Certainly 


it is ealie to* infer hence; There is a God 
who will Fudge the Earth, anda time com- 
ing when 'it ſhall be welt wich the 
Righteous, © | 


2. Be not moved by the Allurements of the 
World , the Blandiſhments of this preſent 
Life, the Tentations of Pleaſure or Profit, 
arty Worldy or Fleſhly Luſts whatſoever, 


2: The Glory and Luſters of the World, 


Honours and Greatneſs, the Pleaſures # 
the 
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TW. 7 D/ſcowſe on x Cor. iy. 58. | 
F the Senſual Life, Softne(s and Eaſe, theſe 


and the .like have a very bad influence 
upon the Minds and Hearts of Men, upon 
their apprehenſions and attettions, ; they 
are apt to enfeeble and darken the Notions 
of a future State and Life. 
, Proſperitas effeminat wirtutem fidet , 
faith Tertulliap. | 
. The good Seed of Truth (as allo 
good Principles and Purpoſes ) 1s 
!itifled and made unfruitful by the 
1 horns, whichin the, Parable of the Seed 
and Sower are ſaid to be the cares of this 
World , : the deceitfulneſs of Riches, and 
the Luſfts of other things , Mark 4. 19. 
Luke adds, the pleaſures of this Life .: 
Theſe Worldly and Fleſhly Luſts call 
Men off. from what is Spiritual and the 
things above, faſten and nail them down 
to the Earth ; unqualifie Men for el- 
ther apprehending or reliſhiag what 1 
Heavenly and Spiritual. _ . MG 1 
| Senſual Men -that provide for the Fleſh 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof; are very 
untoward and vnfit to frame an 
Idea ( a right Notion) of what is Spiri> 
tual, | 
- The more a Chriſtian: lives Godly, $9 
berly and Righteouſly in this preſent 
Wotld; the more eaſily will he appre; 
(CC hend 


( 


tr 


A Diſcourfe on. » Cor. 15. 58. 
hend the things of the World to come 5 
To. ſuch a one the things which are 
Eternal and concern the Life to come, 
are more clear. | | 

' The more thou art purged from all in- 
ordinate deſire to the things of this World, 
and the leſs Earthly and Senſual thou art ; 
the better thou wilt conceive what 1s 
Heavenly, the better thou wilt apprehend 
the State of the Life to come. 

The more thou art Spiritualiz'd , 
Spiritually- minded ( and to be io is Life, 
Rom. $8.) the more thou liveſt a Life 
worthy of thy Soul, and art not enſlav- 
ed to thy Body, to Senſe, to this out- 
ward World ; the more thou liveſt a Liſe 
of Purity, Temperance, Humility and 
Sobriety; the better thou wilt conceive 
of what 1s Spiritual and Immaterial, of 
Life and Immortality. 

Immerſion (or a being ſunk) into the 
Body, Senſuality eagerly purſued (as it 
there were nothing higher, nothing bet- 
ter then what is common to Man and 
Beaſt) as alſo thoſe more dry and feem- 
ingly cleaner fins, viz. Earthly-minded- 
neſs, Anxious cares and bufie endeavours 
about geting and encrealing, and keep» 
ing much of the things of this outward 
World ; a Spirit of Earthy ſelf-ſecking 
Policy, 


——_ - 
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Policy, an'Ambitious Spirit after Glory 
and the Splendours of Titles and Places ; 
theſe and the like make Men that they 
cannot Reliſh or Taſt ( ſo neither clear- 
ly apprehend) what is Heavenly and 
Spiritual, they cannot receive the things 
of God. Such Senſual Epricareans, and 
allo Worldlings, are great Strangers as to 
Heaven, fo to any clear and full appre- 
henſions of what is Spiritual and Im- 
mortal. Of ſuch theres this account in 
Wiſdom 2.21, 22. Their own wickedneſs 
hath blinded them ; as for the MyFeries of 
God they knew them not , nor diſcerned 
they a Reward for blameleſs Souls. 

Men muſt live better Lives, if they 
would know theſe things as they ought 
to know. 


3- Be not moved by the Apoſtacy and 
falling away of others. 


1 hat ſome even in the Apoſtles times 
were moved and fell away from the Sted- 
faſt Belicf and Profeſſion of this grand 
Fundamental Truth [' ;he R-ſarrettion 
and Life to come] apnears by ſome paſ- 
lagesin S. Paul's Epiltles, 

Three are mention'd by Name, Hyme- 
nens, Philetus and Alexandcr, who as they 

| C 2 are 
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'A Difcontſe on x Cor. 15. 58. 
are ſaid concerning Faith to have mad: 
Shipewrack, 1 Tim- 1. 19. and (in 2 Ep. 
2. 18,) to have Erred concerning the 
Trath, particularly that great Truth and 
Artiche of the Reſnrreftion and any fu* 
ture State or Life, ( for they faid, that 
ihe Reſurreftion is pait already) And thus 
as they, were far from being tan and 
@ v/7% x.11rroi, Steaf aft and Unmoveable, 10 
did they unſettle others and cauſe them 
to back-flide, overthtowing the Faith 
of ſome , Verſ. 18, For their words 
( their Sperch OT Diſcourſe , G afog 
a:T&@; ) ad Eat, of ſpiead, as a Canker 
or Gaxzreme, their wicked Principles did 
ipread and corrupt many, Yerſ. 17. 
aud theretore the Apoſtle bids 1 7morhy 
to ſhun, to look to and avoid them, 
Verf. 16. 

That which the Apoſtle did fear and 
warn the Chriſtians of in thoſe times, 
1s ſtill very ſeaſonable ; and it 1s ſtrapge 
that manv, who are otherwile ſhy and 
wary, are nvt aware of the Devils cun- 
ning an4 devices. 

It is the: great Policy of the Devil to 
atnuſe the World with things of lefs mo- 
ment and conſequence, and about theſe 
things to provoke the Zeal, enflame the 
Paſhons and Choller of Men, ang heigh- 
ten 


A Diſcourſe 9n 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
ten differences about things either more” 
obſcure, or leſs neceſſary, and that inco 
ſuch heats, as if the whole Streſs of Re- 
lIigion or Salvation were to be laid unon 
ſuch or ſuch Notions and Opinions, as 
if the Kingdom and Honour of Chriſt 
and Glory of God were mainly concern- 
ed herein: And all this the Devil is fo 
bulie at, that fo ſyme more dangerous 
principles might be more ſecretiy and 
undiſcernably conveyed and ſpread a 
monglt Chriſtian Proteſlours ; v:z. Gich 
principles as tend clearly to the advan- 
cing of his Kingdom of Sin, to rhe bring- 
ing 1n and cheriſhing of a!l ungodlinels 
and unrighteouſneſs, to the eating out 
and conſuming of any good principle let: 
10 the Conſcience, which teſtifies for 
God; in a word ſuch as tend to the cor+ 
rupting of good Manners, to the debauch- 
ing of the World, ſuch as ſtrike. at 
the Fundamentals of Religion and 
Chriſtian Life, (as Gno#iciſm, Stidd:e 
ciſm, Atheiſm do) that theſe may be more 
lecretly conveyed and prond in the 
World. 

[s it-not matter of jult wender, That 
amidit the many animoſities and eager 
contentioas and bitter ftrifes among't 
Cariſtians about the Externals or Extra- 
:— $3 eſl:ntials 


4 Diſcourſe on x Cor. 15. 5B. 
efſentials of Religion (for which they 
Un-ſaint and Un-chriſtian one another} 
that they are ſo little ſenfible of that 
Gno#iciſm, that Sadauciſm, that Atheiſm 
that hath grown and ſpread inthe Chriſti- 
an World ? | 

But to ſpeak more particularly, ſuch 
DoCttrines and Notions as theſe, [ 7 hat 
the Soul i: extinguiſhed and periſheth with 
the Body; That there is no other State oy 
Being but in the World ; That there is no 
Avgel nor Spirit, uo Immaterial or Spiritu« 
al Being , nothing but Boay or Matter ; 
That there is no Reſurrefion, no Fudg- 
ment to come, and therefore no Puniſhment 
or Reward hereafter (which DotQtrines 
are the Leaven of the Saddnucees of old, 
and the modern Sadducees ; Sowre and 
unwholeſome Szdduciſm) as allo thoſe 
corrupt Dottrines, viz, That nothing is 
intrinfecally good or evil; T hat Religion is 
oxely a Politick dewice, a trick of Polititians 
to keep People 77 awe.) 

Theſe Doctrines and Opinions, as well 
as thole 1het deny theyre is a God, (as the 
Atheiſts do)) or, if therebe a God; T hat 
he ſees no fin in ſuch who conceit them- 
{elves to be his People, to be nearly allyed 
zo him ( as the Gnoſtichs of old , and 
the Raxters of late) That Men may be 


free 
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free to any thing : Such DoQtrines and 
Principles as theſe tend © clearly to 
' the advancing of the Kingdom of Sin 
and Satan, to the bringing in and 
cheriſhing of all ungodlineſs, &c. 

And therefore there is good Reaſon for 
the Apoſtles advice, That every ſerious 
Chriſtian that minds, the Salvation of his 
Soul, would take heed and flee ſuch, 
keep at a diſtance from Men of ſuch cor- 
rupt minds, and bewareof the Leaven of 
the Sadaucees. And if others go a Whore- 
ing after ſuch Dottrines pleaſing to Fleſh 
and Blood, if others Apoſtatize and fall 
away from the Truth, yet ( as S. 
Peter ineaks) do ye beware left ye be led 
away with the Errour of the wicked , and 
fall from your own Steafaſtneſs, 2 Ep. 
3. 37: ; 


Reaſon. Chriſtians mnſt be Stedfaſt and 
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Unmoveable in the Belief ana Profeſſion 
of the Truth, thoſe great thines of the 
Chriftian Faith, the Reſurredion and Life 
#0 come ; Becauſe elſe they cannot , they 


will not be always Abounaing in the work of. 
the Lord. 
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Clear and ſtrovg perſuaſions of the 
Reſurreftion of the Dead ahd of a futurt 
State, are a Root and Any, 69 tull-of 
fap and life, and Holineſs is' the kindiy 
Fruit thereof. Whereas on the contrary, 
the denial of the ReſurrefFion and Judg. 
ment t0 come, is the principle of fin and dil: 
obedience, and opens the way to all 
manner of wickedneſs. They that baniſh 
out of their Minds all ſenſe of a future 
Stare, will (inſtead of abonnding in the 
work of the Lord) abound in every evil 
work; all that being taken away which 
onely is able to lay a powerful reſtraint 
upon the unbridled Luits of Men. 

'And here I may Appeal to the experi- 
ence and obſervation of diſcerning and 
ferious perſons; Let it be conſidered and 
ubſerved whether thoſe that can hardly 
11Nagine, Or Cannot conceive any thing 
but ' Body', Fleſb and Matter, thoſe that 
{light the Notion of Spirit, Immaterial 
and - Immortal Subſtance; Whether the 
Commandments of God are not grievous, 
and Religion a burdenſorwe thing to them, 
whether it be not more defireable to them, 
to be Epicuri de grege porci, tO wallow in 
the Mire of ſenſ! wet then to be of Chriſt's 
little Flock, to folkgw Chriſt in innocen- 
cy and purity of Life and univerſal cbe- 
TH dience ; 
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dience 3 alchough perhaps ſome of 
the more crafty Epicureans may hav 
fome care to live inoffenſ{ively, that ſo 
they may keep out of danger of the 
Laws, and keep up a Reputation in 
the World for their advantage, and 
they may abſtain from ſome tins for 
their Bodies ſake, to keep themſelves 
in Life and health. 

Both the Apoſtles Peter and Jude, 
and other Apoſtles ( ſaith S. Jude in 
Verf. 17.) did in their Epiſtles foretel, 
that iz the laſt times ſhould come Scof- 
fers , walking after their own Luſts , 
( 2 Pet. 3. 3.) after their unzodly 
Luſts (fo ſaith Jude, Yerſ. 18.) And 
what the Apoſtles did fear and fore- 
warn of, 1s come.topaſs:; Such Mock- 
ers as theſe are even to this Day to be 
tound, and where Chriſtianity is Pro- 
felt : But obſerve the CharaQter of 
theſe Men, they are ſuch as have a 
mind to walt' after their own ungodly 
Luſts, {ach as would not be reltrain'd 
trom the forbidden Fruit, - ſuch as 
would gratifie their ſelf-will , and 
would live as'they liſt ; to thefe Men, 
_ the <Docttrine of the Reſurrettion and 

Judgment to come, is very unrpleal- 
ing; and therefore [they Seoff at c 
| an 
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A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. rs. 58. 
and oppoſe it withal their might. 
But as we are to ſbux them, their 
Principles and their Pratices, 10 let it 
be our care to ſbux the giving any occa- 


from or advantage to them, For know 


that Men may condemn Atheiſm and 
Seddnciſm 1n words, and yet by their 


Lives and Converſations give great 


advantage and countenance thereto : 
Both Atheiſm and Sadduciſm may ſteal 
nouriſhment and advantage from the 
Lives and Pratices of thoſe who ſeem 
to be far removed from them. 

As for Atheiſm ; the Miſ-repreſent- 
ing God and charging him fooliſhly, 
the attributing to God what is un- 
worthy of God, what is moſt unlike 
God, and that fair Idea of him repre- 
ſented in the Holy Scriptures ; the 
attributing to him the very 1mper- 
teQions of Gnful Man : The Repreſent- 
ing him in ſuch a way as is not con- 
ſiſtent with his Iofinire Goodneſs and 
Mercy, his Holineſs and his TJultice. 
And again , Mens Profeſ/izz that 

they know God, and. yet denying bim in 
their Works (as the Apoſtle ſpeais 
Tie. x: 16.) their ſo living in the 
World, as if there were not in them 


any powerful and real ſenſe of _ 
Q11- 


all-ſeeing and pure Eyes, nor of his 
Tuſtice and Righteouſneſs : This is 
that which hath given too much ad- 
vantage to the ſpreading and ſtrength- 
ening of Atheiſm. 

And for Sadduciſm , which flights 
the Notion of Spirits or Immateri- 
al Beings, and denys the Exiſtence 
of Souls after their Separation from 
this Earthly Body , and diſ-believes 
the DoCEtrine of a future State, of 
Glory and a reward in Heaven, of 
Miſery and puniſhment in Hell. 
How - are the Modern Sadducees and 
Epicureans the more hardned and 
confirmed in theſe their Notions, by 
conſidering that Men generally mind 
Earthly things , their Belly is their 
Goa, they mind and ſeriouſly take care 
for the things on Earth, and do but 
little reliſh and ſet their affeftions on 
things above. They fee alſo that ge- 
nerally Men (who Profeſs to believe 
a future Reward and Puniſhment ) 
ſeem not much to be ſenſible of any 
Danger to the Soul by Sin, nor much 
to be affected with the Helliſh Miſery 
that is threatned ; For moſt Men are 
very ſecure; and manifeſt but little 
watchtulneſs over themſelves , 00 
ittle 


| AS | - wy " a "DIE 4s " "7 4 , te ao 3 >. , " s 
4 Diſcoarſe on x Cor. 15.58.  y © 


q TR | - - 
«} » . \ - 
: 
- | 


A Diſcourſe on 1» Cor. 15: 58. 
little care' to break off from Sin, to 
ſubdus their Paſhons, to mortifie 
their Luſts and ioordinate Aﬀettions: 
All which may ſzem to argue that 
they do not heartily Believe what 
they Profeſs, and that they have no 
ſach thoughts of the danger of Sin 
hereafter, as Men haveof the danger 
to their Life hy drinking a Cup of 
deadly Poyſon. 

Nor do they ſcem to be much Sen- 
ſible of the future Reward and Fe- 
licities of Heaven, the happineſs of 
another State; For they are general. 
Iy unwilling to leave: this preſent 
World, and it is very unpleaſing to 
them to think that they mult Die. 
They do not ſeem to account Hea- 
ven their home and Country , and 
themſelves to be but F:/2zrims and 
Strangers 1n this World : Their hopes 
of ſuch a Glorious State do not ſeem 
ſo much to enraviſh and ſtrongly al- 
fect their Spirits as the hopes of ſome 
outward accommodation or enjoy- 
ment would do, which would tickle, 
and overjoy them and tranſport them 
to excels, when poſleſt ; And the 
hope of obtaining theſe outward 


things does engage them to far greater 
endea- 
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endeavours then the hopes and ex- 
peQtations of Heaven, and the Reward. 
to come, do uſually put Men upon ; 
which indeed are but flight, and for- 
mal, and very cold, if compared with 
the other, and far from a worthy 
ſeeking of the Kjngdom of Heaven, 
and as becomes thoſe that believe 
there is a Glorious Reward there to all 
Ecernity. | 

Thou therefore that ſayſt there is 
a God, doſt thou in works dexy him ? 
Doft thou live without God in the 
World? Doſt thou Miſ-repreſent him, 
and ſo report of him as tomake him 
like to ſinful Men ? Or ſhort of Men 
in thoſe things wherein he requires 
they ſhould imitate him ? , 

Thou that ſayſt there is a Reſur- 
rection and Life to come, a Reward 
and Puniſhment, Heaven and Hell : 
Doſt thou ſd live as one that looks 
after no other Portion , Conſolation 
and Reward then what is in this Life ? 
Art thou ſwallowed up 1n the cares 
and ambitions of this World, bafting 
to be Rich and Great in the World * 
And art thou immerſt and funk in the 
pleaſures of this Werld, ſo as not to 
reliſh the things above ? of 
Be 
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. Be it therefore your care to make 
It appear by Y ver Life and Spirit , 

your Converſation and Diſpofition, 
chat you are Stedfaſt and Unmoveable 
in theſe Fundamentals of Chriſtian 
Religion ; that fo living agreeably 
to theſe Truths, ye may be zhe Chil. 
dren of the Reſurreition and counted 
worthy to obtain that World, the World 
tocome, Lake 20, 3 

Learn therefore to Die to this pre- 
lent World , as S. Paul was Crucifi- 
ed to the Werld, and the World to him. 
To dieto this World here, to leave it 
in affetion, makes the Phyſical 
Death, the going out of this World 
leſs ſtrange and leſs uneaſie. Count 
your ſelves. to be but as Pilgrims and 
Strangers here, and therefore as Pil- 
grims abHiin from Fleſbly Lufts 
which War againſt the Soul, x Pet. 2. 
It 15 remarkably ſaid of Abraham : 
Iſaac and Jacob ( who confeſſed them- 
ſelves to he Strapgers and Pilgrims on 
the Earth, or the Land of Canaan 
(Heb. 11. 13.) and accordingly be- 
haved themſelves in all Points as 
ſuch, Sojourning 11 the Land of Pro- 
miſe as in 4 Strange Country ( Verl. 
9.). that they that [ay ſuch things 


( lay 
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{ ſay and do, for it was not a' 
meer Verbal Profeſſion ) they de- 
clare plainly ( or make it appear , 
$0217 gow ) that they ſeek 4. Country, 
even a better Country , that is , 
an Heavenly ( Verſ. 14. 16.) Accord- 
ingly do ye lo live, be ſo affefted, 
that ye may plainly declare and make 
it appear to others that ye ſeek and 
delire 4 bettgr Country, asbetter In- 
heritance , a better Portion at zhe 
Reſurredtionof the juſt; and according- 
ly prepare for it. | 

Let not the wotd [ Heavez }] be in 
your Mouths onely, but let it be in 
your Hearts. Let us do the Willof 
God ox Earth as it is in Heaven, and 
then we ſhall make it appear, that he 
Kingdom of God is come, is come into 
US. 

But if thou art {ſwallowed up in the 
cares and ambitions of this prefenr 
World, making haſt to be Rich and 
Great, loving and ſeeking onely thine 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, and a Soft Life; if 
thou art either overjoy*d or over griev=- 
ed at the abundance or want of Earth- 
ly things, as if thy Hope, thy Portion 
and Conſolation were in this Life ; 
Doelt thou live as becomes oge that 

is 
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is StedfaF and Unmoveable in the bes 
lief- of a better Life , the Life to 
come fo. LE OS alk 

-Nor do. they think ſo worthily as 


. they onght of that future Reward and 


Glory, that think it ſo eafily attain- 
able, as by a Death-bed Repentance. 
. Nor do they who would ſeern bet- 
ter, think ſo honourably of it, who 
from ſome Outward pexformances in 
Religion, or. ſome partial obedience, 
would flatter themſelves . that they 
are the Heirs of that Kingdom :; 
whereas their diſpoſitions are . whol)y 
unſuiteable to that State, and unfit 
for converſe with the Spirits. of juſt 
Men mae .perfett, Theſe make that 
Glorious. Reward to come, all that 
great and rich Prize to be but a mean 
and cheap thing, who think they 
ſhall have it; and win the Crows , 
though they have not overcome , and 
though they do not earneltly #x:ve 
for the maſtery over their Luſts and 
corruptions, and. are not temperate 77 
all things, nor keep under their Body 
and bring it into ſubjettion to the Law 
of their Mind, Certainly it would 
argue more Humility in them, and 
more Wiſdom (as beirg the ſafelt 
courte 
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courſe) to think more of Inward Pre-. 


parations for that Heavenly State , 
that their Minds might be Puri 
and wrought into a temper 1uireable 
to it, that they might be made meet 
for the Inheritance in Light ; ther to 
flatter chemſelves into an hope and 
conceit that ſuch great Glory and 
Happineſs ſhould be caſt upon them 
tor ſome lip-labour in Religion , for 
outward Sanctimonious ſhows , for 
Exteraal performances, while 1n the 
mean time they ſo: little mind that 
which is the due and neceſſary pre- 
paration of their Souls for ſuch en- 


- Joyments. 


Although this Reaſon be ſuffici- 
ent to perſwade Chriſtians to be Sted- 


faſk and Unmoveable in the Belief 


and Profeſſion. of this Truth ; Yet 
I ſhall here ſuperadd four Reaſons, 
the more to confirm it, and perſwade 
rem, 


I. It is 4 main Fundamental T ruth 
of the Goſpel, and indeed, one of the 
Firſ Principles of Religion, Accor- 
dingly the Apoſtle ſpeaks in x Cor. 15. 
3. I have delivered to you firſt of all, 
tr mp0 principally, or asthat which 

15 
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3s to be counted amongſt the firſt and 
principle Articles of Chriſtianity. 
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That God is a Rewarder of thoſe that 


ſeek him diligently, is one of the Fir# 


things to be known and firmly em- 


braced ( Heb..11.) without which he- 


lief all the motions in Religion w1ll be 
very weak and ſlow. 

But if rhe Foy be ſet belore a Chriſtt- 
an, he will then run with patience and 
perſeverance the Rive that is ſet be- 
fore' him', and endure the Croſs 
( as Chriſt did, Hebry. 12.) and 
deſpiſe the ſhame :* As the Apoltles 
rejoy yeed that they were counted wor- 
thy to ſuffer ſhame for the Name of 
Chriſt, AQts 5.4t. that is, for Teach- 
ing and Preathing Jeſus Chriſt, as it 
isin Verſ. 42. for Teaching the People, 
and Preaching through Teſus the Re. 


| farrettHion' rom the Dead, at which the 


Sadaucees ( being then in Power ) were 
grieved ( Atts 4.2.) and filled with 
indignation or envy, Chap. 5. 17. 

If there be a Prize to be received at 
the end of the Race ;. and this Prize 
a Crown of Life and Glory, incorrup- 
tible , #nfading ( 1 Cor.g. 25. 1 Pet. 
1. 4.) not like rhoſe corrnuptible and 
withering Crowns and Garlands made 
of 
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of: Oaken leaves or Olive-branches , 
but this made of the leaves of rhe Tree 
of Life in the Paradiſe of God ; there 
will then be wreſtling and ſtriving , 
and (the better to prepare and enable 
forthe winning of it) 4 being temper- 
ate in all things, a keeping under of 
the Body and bringing it into ſubjetti- 
0a ; asihe Apoſtle tells the Corrmth;- 
ans who well knew the ſitneſs- of 
thoſe alluſions, the Ii#hmian Games 
being Cclebrated here, in that Ifhmw 
or Neck of Land on which Coreath 
was Built. 

So great an Inſ{lnence and Power 
hath the due conlideration of the Re- 
compence of Reward to the raiſing and 
animating of a Chriſtian to the great- 
elt Atcheivements ! 

To conclude this particular, we 
may obſerve that the Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews (Chap. 6. 1.) 
in that ſhort Inſticution conſiſting of 
Six Articles, which Chriſtians were 
firlt to be acquainted with, mentions 
theſe Two, viz. The Reſurre&ion of 
the Dead , and Eternal Judgment , 
when God the Righteous Judge of 
all the Earth ſhall diſpence Eternal 
Rewards ( undefiled Rewards, as the 
D 2 phraſe 
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phraſe is, Wiſdom. 4. 2,) to thoſe that. 
Believe and Obey, and Eternal Puniſh. 


ments to _ every Soul that doth Evil 
1ribulation and Anguiſh , Indignation 
and Wrath to them that obey not the 
Truth, but obey Unrighteonſneſs , 
Rom. 2. £ | 
It may be fit alſo to obſerve, That 
this Truth of the Reſurritfion and a 
future State 1s Called the Guſpel, 1 Cor. 
I, 1. and the Iruth, and he Faith, In 
1 Tim. 1. where it is ſaid of Hymenerns 


and dlexanger, who denyed the 


Doctrine of the Reſurreficn and Life 
Fo come, that TE (4 Ty T5 iv ev2UQLYNOLY 
concerning the Faith , of or in the 
Faith, they have made Shipwrack ; and 
in 2 Ep. chap. 2. it's ſaid of Fyme- 
z4eus and Philetus, that they have erred 
concerning the Truth, ( the Faith and 
the Trath, by way of Eminency) 
and in 1 7.1. 20. they are ſaid #0 
Blaſoheme ; and "therefore for theſe 
their Principles deſtructive to Religi- 
on, to all honeſty and godlineſs, and 
toa good Conlcience the great Apoſtle 
delivered them up to Satan. 

One thing more we may obſerve, 
That the DoCtrine of the Reſurretion 
(as being a Truth of great HPO 
an 
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and Influence in Chriſtianity ) was 


from the firſt by Chriſt himlelf and 


his Apoſtles ſtrongly aſſerted and pro- 
felt againlt the S:d4zcces, and aguunit 
thoſe falle Chriſtians that fell from 
this Truth : And the ſo early falling 
away and revolting from this Truth 
(one of th2 Truths of Chriſtiinity 
which was ſo ſoon and firſt of all de- 
parted from ) was an ill Omez and 
Prognoſtick of that wickedneſs which 
followed afrer. The Apoſtles (after 
Chriſt was Aﬀcended ) took great 
care to prelerve and promote this 
Truth: And therefore when T«4as 
was fallen from his Apoſtleſhip, and 
one was to be cholen into his room ; 
What's the work he was to be choſen 
to? It is thus defcribed in Atts x. 22. 
— Muſt one be Ordained tobe with us 4 
Witneſs of his (that is, of Chriſt's) 
Reſurre(tion; and not onely of his, 
but of ours through him. S Peter and 
S. John Preached throuth TJeſws the 
Reſaurretion from the Dead, Atts 4. 2. 
And both theſe are largely infifted ups. 
on (and no part of the Chriſtian Faith 
more largely elſewhere) in 1-Cor.15. 
If there be no Reſurrefion of the Dead, 
if we riſe not , Chriſt is not Rifem : 

D 3 And 
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And if we Riie, Chriſt is Riſen. | If - 
Chriſt be not Riſen, we are yet in our 
Sins, Verl.: 17. We may obſerve alſo 
that all the four Evangeliſts are very 
particular and full in the Hiltory of 
Chriſt's Reſurre&tion , vpon which 
ours doth depend. 40 


2, Thu great Truth ana Dodirin: cf 
the Reſurrefttion anda Life to come (an 
hcpe more then in this Life) is worthy 
to be embraced , and that we ſhould be 
Stedfaft and Unmoveabl in it, becauſe 
it is a I ruth and Dodrane of ſweet and 
#ronz Conſolation, full of firengthen- 
ing Joy, the molt Soveraign Cordial 
and Reſtorative, when our Fleſh and 
Heart may begin to fail through either 
iaward or outward griels. 

And therefore not without great 
cauſe our Saviour Chriſt repeats this 
four times in one of his Sermons 
( John 6.) I will raiſe him up at the 
lait Day, Verl. 39, 40, 44, 54. where 
it is repeated as. being a Truth full of 
comfort and encouragement. 

And further it 1s obſervable, That 
the Reſurreftion, with the Appendant 
Glory and Reward : in the World to 
Come , is called ia Scripture mow 
oo tnen 


faith S. Paul, Of the Hype and Reſar- 
recon of the Dead I am called in quiſti- 
on : Which words [ of the hope? as 
being no new , no other thing, are 
omitted in Chap. 24. 2:. where thar 
former Speech of his is mentioned a- 
g41n and refer'd to. 

See this allo in As 24. 15. and 
more fully in As 26.6, 7. which will 
clear that in Ads 28. 20. For the hops 
of Iſrael ( that is, for aſſerting the 
Reſurreftion) I am bound with this 
Chain. And heace'ir is, that Chrifti- 
ans, who believe that Jeſus died, and 
roſe azain, and that thoſe who ſleep in 
Jeſus (die in the Lord) will God bring 
with him; they are not to ſorrow con- 
eernins them which ar? aſleep, as 
others which have no hope, no ſuch 
knowledge and aſſurance of a Glorious 
Reſurreftion and Reward to come; and 
therefore the Apoſtle having treated 
hereof, might well conclude, Where- 
fore Comfort Ye 0E another with theſe 
words, 1 Thel. chap. 4. 

Ia Titws 2. 13. are mentioned to- 
gether the bleſſed hope and glorious ap- 
pearance of onwr Saviour Jeſus Chriſt , 
which thzy may look for with com- 
D 4 fort 
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fort who are wrought upon by the 
Grace of the Goſpel to /ive Godly, 
Righteouſly and Soberly in this pre- 
ſent World, as it iPin the foregoing 
words. 

The Primitive Chriſtians thought 
it the moſt welcome Morning- Saluta- 
tion, Kung avizn, The Lord tis riſen. 

Of Mary Magdalene and the other 
Women that had the firſt notice by 
an Angel. of Chriſt's Reſurre&10n , 
it's {aid , that they went from the Se- 
pulcher with great Joy ( Matth. 28.8.) 
to tell it to his Diſciples as they Mourn- 
ed and Wept, .(Mark. 16.10.) 

S. Paul did Die diyly, Fought with 
Beaſts at Ephiſus , was in Teopardy 
every honr (as he {peaksin 1 Cor.15.) 
Now what did comfort and encourage 
him in allthis? Ir was this, That zhe 
aead ſhould rife.” ED Rs 

But there is one famous Inſtance for 
the further 1lluſtrating of this parti- 
cular, which I may not omit ; and it 
is, that of the Sever Brethren with 
their Mother, mentioned in 2 Maccab. 
Chap. 7. to which \ that paſſage in 
Hebr. 11. 35. doth clearly refer, 
where it is ſaid, Others were tortured 
(Cervumranincey) nat accepting deliver. 
En ance, 
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ance , that they might obtain a bettey 
Reſurreftion. In the Story it 1sſaid, 
that they were T ormented with Scourges 
and Whips, Verſe 1. Their Tortures 
are called Extreme Tortares, Vetrl. 42, 
(as appears by the deſcription of ſome 
of them in Verſe. 3, 4,5, 7, 10,13. ) 
and all this they ſuifered unto Death 
at the hands of Antiochus Epiphanes 
(that Monſter of Cruelty) becauſe 
they would not Tranſgrelſs the Law in 
eating Svines Fleſh, Verſ. 1. They 
might have been delivered, if they had 
yielded to do it; Nay, Antzochus ex- 
horred the Youngeſt Brother w:th 
words, and alſo aſſured him with Orths, 


that if he would yield, he would make” 


him both a rich and an happy Man, and 
alſo take him for his ſriend, and truſt 
him with Afﬀairs, Verl. 24. Now 
what was it that did make them St-4- 
{aft and Unmoveable unto the laſt , 
what was it that did comfort them in 
the midſt of all their bitter pains, 
what was it that did animate and for- 
tifie them againſt all the either allure- 
ments or terrors which the King did 
try them with? It was ctearly this, 
The hope and belief of a Reſurrettion to 
Everlaiting Life after the Death of the 

Boay. 
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Body. And this doth evidently appear 
by Six Paſſages in the Story. 

The firſt is, the Second Brother's 
Speech to Antiochus (in Verl. 9.) 
Thoe like a Fury ticket us out of this 
preſent Life, but the King of the World 
ſball raife uus up, who Wh died for his 
Laws, unto Everlaitiny Life. And 
this he is ſaid to ſpeak, when he was at 
the laſt gaſp. 

A ſecond Paſſage is that Speech of 
the Third Brother (in Verl. 11.) who 
ſaid Conragrouſly, Theſe (meaning the 
Members of his Body, his 7ongre and 
his Hands, which 4 held forth Aan- 
fully, Verl. 10.) Theſe T had from Hea- 
Ven, and for his Laws 1 aeſpiſe them, 

and from him I hope to receive them 
again. 

A third Paſlage is the Fourth Bro- 
ther's Speech, which is more full, 
(in Verſ. 14 ) 1t # good, being put to 
Death by Men , to look for hope from 
God, to be raiſed up again , As for thee, 
thou ſbalt have no Reſurrettion to Life. 
And this will explain the Speech of 
the Tounzeſt, which is, 

The fourth Paſſage ( in Verl. 

26.) Our Brethren who now have 
jufere a ſhort pain, are dead und:r 
Goa's 
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God's Covenant of Everlaſtinz Life. 
_ A fifth Paſſage 1s the Speech of zhe 
Mother, who was Marvelloss above all, 
and worthy of Honourable Memory ; for 
being filled with yewairy GroviygTi, 
Conrageous Spirits, ſhe exhorted every 
one of hex Seven Sons, and ſtirring up 
her Womaniſh Thoughts with a Manly 
Stomach, ſhe {aid unto them (in Verl: 
23.) Doubtleſs the Creatour of the 
World, will alſo of his own® Mercy give 
you Breath and Life again, as you now 
regard not your own ſelves for ha Laws 
ake. 

A ſixth Paſſage is her Speech to her 
Toung:ſt Son, who was moſt of all 
Tempted by Antioch to accept deli- 
verance, and it was this (in Verſ.29.) 
Fear not the Tormentour ; but being 
Worthy of thy Brethren, take thy Death, 
that I may receive thee again with thy 
Brethren. This 1s part of her Excel- 
lent Speeches to her Sons, and an 1IIl- 
luſtrious proof of her great Faith and 
Hope as to the Life to come; For 
when ſhe ſaw her Seven Sons Slain 
within the ſpace of one Day, tuluy®5 
2%, (be bare #t with a good Courage, be- 
cauſe of the bope that ſhe had in the Lord, 
as it is expreſt in Ver/. 20. and < 
0 


A Diſcourſe vn y Cor. 15. 58. 
of all, aſter the Sons, the Mother Died, 
Verl. az. 

Thus we ſee by this admirable In- 
ſtance. how this Noble Mother and 
her Sons, rather then Tranſgreſs one 
Commandment of God, forbidding to 
Taſt Swines Fleſh, ſuffer'd the moſt 
Exquiſite Tortures with a Magnani- 
mous Patience , 4eſpiſed their Bodies, 
( Verl. 11.) regarded not their own 
ſelves for his Laws fake, (Verl. 23.) 
offered up their Bodies and Lives for 
the Laws of their Fathers, (Verl. 37.) 
loved not their Lives to Death (as 1t is 
ſaid of the faithful in Apocal, 12.) ' 
reproched , or difdained , diſeſteemed , 
their Lives «nto Death, ( w39 An 
as it is ſaid of Z;b»low and Naprhali, 
Tudg. 5. 18.) or as it 1s in Hebr; 11. 
would not accept of deliverance, which 
was offered to them. 

And that which enabled them thus 
to chooſe rather to die ploriouſly was 
this, That they might obtain a bettey 
Reſurtefion, a nefurrettion to Life, 
which the Fourth Brother plainly told 
Antiochus that he ſhonld not have 
(Chap. 7. 14.) a Reſurrection far more 
acceptable to them then to be deliver- 
ed from their preſent ſufferings, and 
tO 
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'to have their Life prolonged and 
 reſpited for a while upon Earth upon 
the terms offered, to live a little time 
and a moment longer, as the phraſe is 
Chap. 6. 25. 

And the ſame Spirit of Faith hath 
no leſs ſhined out in the faithful 
Martyrs of Jeſus under the New 
Teſtament, who /cvra not their Lives 
unto Leath, ( Apocal. 12. ) who did 
bear in their Bodies the dying of the 
Lord Teſus (2 Cor. 4.) in Wearineſs 
and Painfulneſs, in Watchings often, 
in Hunger and Thirſt, in Faſtings of- 
ten, in Cold and Nakeaneſs, in Stripes 
and Impriſonments, (as S. Paul faith 
of himſelf, 2 Cor. 11.) and were faith- - 
ful unto Death ; not accepting of 
deliverance upon the terms of ſcatter - 
ing a little Incenſe upon the Altar, 
or puting a little Incenſe into the 
Cenſors. And all this they ſvffer*d 
willingly, as being mindful of that of 
our Saviour's, 1 will raiſe thee up at 
the laſ® Day (To. 6.) or that in 
Apocal. 2. 10. Be thou faithful unto 
Death, and 1 will give thee a Crony of 
Life. 

Conſider therefore ( O faithful 
Chriſtian) and often conſiler the 

| great 
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great encouragement and /frong cog. 
folation, that it ſtored up in this Fun- 
damental Doftrine of the ReſurretFion 
and Life to come. If thy Body lie in a 
Dungeon, in cold Irons, and. periſh 
here ; Yet it ſhall be raiſed up and 
{it upon a Throne. If it be loden 
with Chains; it ſhall hereafter put 
on Robes of Glory, and be Clothed 
with the Royal Apparel. What 
though thou be here (as Chriſt was) 
Crowned with Thorns, yet hereafter 
thou ſhalt have a better Crown then a 
Crown of Gold, then the Richeſt 
Crown that ever any King or Em- 
perour did wear. What though. 
wicked Men Eat the Fleſh of Gods 
People, asit is in Micah. 3.3. yettheir 
Fleſh doth reſt in hope, Plal. 16. 

To conclude this ſecond Particular, 
I might obſerve, That the Doctrine of 
Chriſt's Reſurreffion ( upon which 
ours doth depend) is full of the greateſt 
comfort and encouragement : For as 
he was delivered (to death) for eur 
Offences, ſo he roſe again for our Fuſti- 
fication, Rom. 4.25. His ReſurreGti- 
on did evidence his Death to be an 
acceptable Sacrifice to God, and availe- 
able to the making of Atonement and 
Explation 
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Expiation of our Sins. For had it 
been otherwiſe, had not Chriſt our 
Surety fully fatisfied, had he not done 
and ſuffered all that God required at 
his hand to the making Atonement 
for our Sins ;*' God would not have 
looſed the Bands , or Cords of Death, 
in raiſing him vp again, but he ſhould 
have been holden fait by Death (Ads 
2. 24) and ſtill detain'd in the dark 
Priſon of the Grave ; he had not been 
taken up into Heaven, and Seared at 
God's Right Hand : But his being 
raiſed trom the Dead, and received up 
into Glory, and his Intercceding there 
in the Vertue of his Death, and pre- 
ſentirg his Sacrifice in the behalf of 
all who truly believe and repent, are 
evident proofs of” the acceprableneſs 
of his Sacrifice, and that God was well 
pleaſed, and fully ſatisfied, and that 


Chriſt had fulfled all that God re- 
quired of- him #to make Reconciliation 
for Iniquity ( Dan. 9g.) The Apoſtle 
therefore in Rom. 1. 4. faith, that 
Chriſt was dec/ared (or demonſtrated ) 
to be the Son of God, by the Reſwrrettt. 
on from the Dead. And this (if duly 
conlider'd ) makes much for comfort 
and #rong conſolation unto all ſincere 

Chriſtians: 
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Chriſtians,: Hence that of the Apoſtle 
(in Rom. 8.34) Who ts be that Con- 
demneth? It is Chriſt that diced, yea 
rather, that is Riſen again, who is even 
at the Right Hand of God, who alſo 
maketh Interceſſion for ns. 

2. This Dottrine of the Reſurrettion 
and Life to come is ſuch as properly and 
powerfully tends to, and enga2cs 4a 
Chriſtian to the greateſt Self-pariſicati- 
on, to all manner of Purity, inward 
and outward, in Soul and in Body, 
to the cleanſing of himſelf from all 
filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit ; which is 
to perfet# Holineſs in the fear of God, 
2 Cor. 7. 1. And becauſe it makes ſo 
much for the Advancement of Holi. 
neſs and Purity in Heart and Life, it is 
moſt worthy to befirmly Believed and 
Profeſt. 

Accordingly its faid, in 1 John 3. 3. 
He that hath this hop? (the hope of 
ſeeing God as he tis, Verl. 2.) purifics 
himſelf even as he is pure: He endea- 
voursafter the greateſt Self- purificats- 
0, as knowing that onely the pure 17 
Heart ſhall ſee God, whois Purity it 
ſelf, Holy, Hely, Hily, as it is thrice 
repeated in Apscal. 4. 8. but in ſome 
Greek Copies Nine times. Theletwo 
are 
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are therefore joyned together [ we ſhall 
be like him, and we ſhall ſee him as he 
is.] The Soul muſt ' firſt become /ite 
anto God in Purity and Holinels, be- 
fore it 1s capable of ſeeing God as be 7s, 
of enjoying him and having any near 
and bliſsful Communion with him. 
The onely means 70 bchold rhe Face of 
God, is to behold it in Reohreouſneſs, 
and Purity, and. Holineſs; and ſuch a 
Chriſtian ſhall be ſar/sfiea, when he 
awakes from the ſleep of Death, wi:h 
God's likeneſs. It was to this purpoſe 
well obſerved by Plotinus , one cf 
Orizez”s Schollars (in Epnead. 1. 11b.6.) 
yatIty mper:y YeaudVs nas x2 vaXiy 
T, MEA 1:2.92I% Ye;v Te 11 ALA LY. 
Let every one that would ſee God (who 
1s Holy, and Pure, and Good, the Ori- 
ginal and Fountain of all Beauty and 
Excellency, and Goodneſs, nyiv 4 
ZrYnv TH 19.24) make account firſt to 
become God-like ; his Soul mult firit bg 
purified as ever he would hope to leg 
and enjoy God. | 

And now as the Soul ſets it ſelf in 
good earneſt upon Se/f-puriſication, as 
that which 1s a neceſſary Preparation 
for the enjoyment , of God ; and as ir 
proſpers in its ſincere and earneſt en- 

E deavours 
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dcavours to purge and cleanſe it ſelf 
from all that within which is contrar y 

unto God ; by the ſame degrees and 
rage * dv 2LID THAT! y OVA A £NAT2 , 

', Bets rAnparar mers, (as Heerecles tr: 

wards theend of his Comment upon 
Pythagoras his Golden Verles, ſpeaks 
of the great privileges of a Purified 
Soul) zz revives, and becomes mare 
lively, ative and VIVaCIOUS, 7s more 
colleffed within it ſelf, ant is filled with 
Divine Strength and Pover : Now It 
is that the Locks of Semſon are 
grown agdin ( Jade. 16.) and the 
Strength which went and was gone 
from the Soul by its yielding to the 
Blandiiſhments and Svfitnefſes of the 
Senſual and Animal Life (that moſt 
dangerous and enveigling Delilah ) 
is return'd again: Now it 1s that the 
Wings of the Soul grow again and 
berter "2 07% TU a 2f GH., and it 
moves more freely, being delivered 
from what did hitherto clog and ſtop 
nes TW vo mxue tts Heavenly fight 
and Journey upwards. 

There are ſome indeed { and they 
not a few) who ſeem to acknow!edge 
this Belief and Hope of the Refurretti- 
0n and Life to come, who yet do only 

rea ch 
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teach to a ſlight and ſuperficial Purity, 
in outward appearance , an{werable 
to their {light and ſuperficial know- 
ledge of this Grand and Important 


Truth, ſuch as was that knowledge _ 


of the Phariſees, The Potter of Sin 
within is ſtronger and more operative 
then the Firm of Godlineſs without ; 
and be the Form never ſo Glorious to 
the Eyes of Men (as the 6. wr 
' Purity was very Specious and taking 
with the vulgar in our Saviour's 
time) yet there 1s little ſecurity, no 
confidence concerning *fuch Men 
but that they will ſhamefully prejudice 
the Trath and the Religion Profeſſed 
by them : For they all this while 
under this diſguiſe do Cheriſh, and 
Foment, and make much of diverſe 


Luſts and Pleaſures (which they ſerve, 


Titus 3.3.) and ſuch Sins as are moſt 
gainful : Theſe are uncrucified, alive 
and ſtrong, for they have all Provi 
fion made for them (Rom. 13. lt.) 
and are ready to break out when there 
are Tempting occaſions ; and hereby 
the Name of God is Blaſphemed 
(t Tim.6. t. Rom. 2.24.) and by 
Chriſtians of this Temper is the 
Holy Dod&trine of the Goſpel ; the 
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way .of Truth, evil ſpoken of , 2% 
Pet. 2. 


But where there is the Power of God:- 
lineſs within , there will allo be the 


, Form of Godlineſs without, anda betrer 


Form then that meer external Righte- 
ouſneſs which the Spiritual Phariſtes 
boaſt of, who would make a fair ſhew 
in the Fleſh, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Galae. 6. When Chriſttans have Puri. 


fied their Souls in obeying the truth 


through the Spirit, (as S. Petey ipeaks 
in 1 Ep. Chap. 22.) there 1s no 'doubrt 
but this inward Purity of the Soul 
will be emproved to the Purity of the 
Body, the Purity of outward conver- 
ſation. There is the greateſt ſecurity 
concerning their ordering the outward 
converſation aright, whoſe Hearts 
are Purified, and where there is a liv- 
10g Fountain and Principle of Holineſs 
within : Foras the Heart is, ſo will the 
words and attions be, Matth. 12. 35. 
It was therefore abſolutely the beſt 
Counſel and the right Method for 
Self purification , which our Saviour 
delivered, Matth. 23. 26. Cleanſe firſt 
that which is within, that the out-ſide 
may be clean alſo, That the Streams be 
Pure and Chryſtalline, it's _—_ 
tilat 
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that the Spring and Well-head be 
clear. Purity in Heart is Purity in the 
Spring, Purity in Actions 1s Purity 1a 
the Streams. 

God requires Se/f-purificition as to 
both ; Clean Hanas and a Pure Heart, 
Pſal. 24. 4. The Cleanſire of the Hands 
and the Purifying of the Heart , Ila. 
4. 8. where the Haxads, as being the 
moſt active parts of the Body, and 
the Inſtruments moſt uſed for action 
are put for all the Members of the 
Body, and denote all outward aCtions 
which are vilible to others , the out- 
ward viltble Courle of Lite and Con- 
verſation, 

Ang as God requires both the In- 
ward and Outward Parity, and the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrettion obliges a 
Chriſtian to the Inward, fo likewiſe 
to the Outward, that of the Body : He 
that longs and waites for the Reaempe 
tion of the Body ( Rom. s. 23. ) he 
that hopes for a Glorious and Spiritual 
Body, believing thar it ſhall be raiſed in 
Power to ſuch Purity and Glory , 
mult needs infer from hence that it 
becomes him to poſſeſs his Veſſel (his 
Body) in Sandtification aud Honour , 
and not in the Luſt of Concupiſcence, 
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A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58, 
or Paſſion of Luſt, Tatu tidvuixs, as 
the Greek hath it : That ſo the Body 
may be in a fit and capable condition 
of being raiſed to Eternal Life, an 


; Incorruptible and Heavenly State. 


And therefore the Apoſtle Pau/ (in 
1 Cor. 6,) where he hath many Ar- 
guments to per{wade to Chaſtity, and 
rodiſcountenance Uncleanneſls, argues 
from Chriſts Reſurrection and from 
ours, Verl. 14. God hath raiſed rp the 
Lord, and will alſo raiſe up us by his 
own Power. As we believeand expect 
that God will raiſe up our Bodies, and 
chat to an Incorruptible, Spiritual , 
Pure and Undefiled State, as he rail- 
ed up the Body of Chriſt to ſuch a 
one, ard ſo we ſhall bear the Image. of 
the Heavenly, the laſk Adam , the 
Loyd from Heaven (tor as is the Hea- 
wvenly., ſuch are they alſo that are 
Heavenly, x Cor. 15, They ſhall have 
fuch a Body as Chriſt now hath ) 
it becomes us to keep our Bodies Un- 
dehiled, and ina State of Purity here 
on Earth. And in Verſ.15. Kzow ye 
not, that your Bodies are the Members 
of Chriſt ? Shall I then take the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and make them the Mem- 
bers of an Harlot ? God forbid. 
EE IEER.. 4. The 
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4. The fourth and laſt Argument 
to perſwade to a being Steafaf and 
Unmoveable 1n the belief of rhe Reſur- 
rettion and Life to come, 1s taken from 
the excellent properties and effects of this 
Dottrine, ſo adequate 89 the ſevera! needs 
and exigencies of a Chriſtian here, and 
furniſhing him with {ſuch conſiderati- 
ons as may be greatly helpful to him 
in the ſeveral Tryals and Exigencies 
he may meet with in this World, 
As particularly, 

t. This Dottrine firmly and heartily 
entertain'd, begets im Holy Souls the 
greateſt Equanimity aud Contentedneſs 
of Spirit , in oppoſition to the difturb- 
ins and waitins Cares aud Ambitions, 
which oth:r Men have experience of. 
For #4e Lord is at hand, and therefore 
let your Moderation be known unto all 
Mena, Phil. 4 

Your Moderation, ] in the largeſt 
and moſt compreheniive Senie of the 
word ; Moderation as to the dgefires 
and purſuits of Worldly things, the 
Brernue things of this Life, (1 Cor, 6.) 
or (iv Ts a6ows (1 1 Jo. 3.17.) Worlaly. 
Goods : For how Indecoroius 1s 1t for 
that Chriſtianto be Anxious or Eager 
E 4 about 


46 


'4 { Diſcomſes on 1 ; Cor. 5. 51 


about the getting and having much of 
this World, who looks and hopes for 
the better and enduring Sub#tance in 
Heaven, (Heb. 10.) who expects Trea- 
ſures of Glory and Goodneſs, which 
Chriſt hath ro beſtow on his fairhſul 
Servants ; and theſe are not far oft, 
the Lord is at hand to dilpenſe them ; 
and *crelong thou ſhalt zaſt azd fee how 
good and gracions the Lord is. 

Moatration] as to the great things 
of this World ; for how little and 
mean are theſc things to that Crown 
and Kingdom which the Rightcous 
Judge will give ! What are they, 
what is the Glory of this World and 
the Glory of Men, to the Glory of God 
(Jo. 12. 43.) the Reputation with God 
himſelt, :he Honour that cometh from 
God onely ( Jo. 5.44.) that Glory and 
Honour with which God will reward 
the patient Contiauance in well doing ? 
Rom. 2 

2. I: begets a ſober Cheerfulneſs and 
Foy in them. - To ſuch it is ſaid, Re- 


Joyce in the Lord alway, and again I ſay 


Rejoyce , Phil. 4. and this Joy is ac- 
companicd with the ſorementioned 
Equanimity aud Contenteanefs of Spirit; 

for if our dzlights and ſatisfaQtions be 


(as 
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(as they ſhould be) in God, he will 
give us what 1s belt for usto have, el- 
ther in kind what we deſire, or elſe 
that which he knows to be better, 
and is more fit for us to defir2 and 
have. Delizvht thy ſelf in the Lord, 
and he ſhall give thee the deſires of thy 
Heart, Pal. 37. 4.) Whereas if our 
delights be Les chiefly in other 
things which we delire, its better we 
ſhould not have them; or if we have 
what we defire, God may give it us 
in Judgment : As it is ſaid in Pſal. 
77. 29. He gave them their own aefire ; 
they were weary of Manna, and flight- 
ed it : They would have Flſb ; and 
for Manna he gave them Quails : 

But whtle their Meat was intherr Months, 
the Wrath of God came upon them, 
CC. 

But the ſober chearſulneſs and joy 
(we ſpeak of) ariling from the belief 
of the Reſurreition , this together 
with a due Moderation and Equani- 
mity, 1s a ſafe repaſt, and 1s greatly 
availeable to the health and well being 
even of the Body in this State, as the 


Dottrine of the Re/urrettion aiſures of 


a better, an Heavenly and Spiritual 
Body hercatter. 


3. 1 
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3. It ſecures us againſt the mot win- 
ning ind dangerous Tentations and 
Allarements of this preſent World ; as 
it did Mofes in Pharaoh's Court, who 
when he was come to Tears, refuſed to be 
calPd the Son of Pharaoh's Danghter, 
chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with 
th: People of God, then to enjny the plea- 
ſares of Sin for a ſeaſon, &c. (Heb.1.) 
The Inſtance is remarkable, and what 
is here ſaid of him, is fit to be a little 
more conſider'd. : 

Moſes when weyz: yiviperss , when 
he was grown big, a grown Man ( not 
2 Novice, not a Child ; nor when 
Old and Doting, not when Weak 
and Decrepit , and unfit to taſt the 
pleaſures of the Court, as Aged Bar- 
£#liai ſpeaks of himſelf, 2 Sam. 19. 
35. but) Moſes in his Ripe Years 
dtd ſetled Strength, being then f«/l 
Forty Tears Old, Adts 7. 27. This 
Moſes refuſed to be called the Son of 
Pharaoh's Darghter. Thermutis (that 
was her Name, as Zoſephws relates) 
Pharaoh's onely Daughter, and much 
beloved of him, that ſaved his Life, 
and canſed him to be Nurſed , and 
afterwards took care for his Ingenu- 
ous Education , in all the hays 
an 
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and Learning of the Egyptians, (Philo 
Jad. in his de vit4 Moſis, ſaith , ſhe 
was at great Charges in procurin 
Men from Forreign Parts to oftrud 
him.) She 100k him for her Son (Exod. 
2, 10. AQs 7. 21.) Intending him to 
Imherit her Father's Kingdom : She 
that took him (when an Infant) out 
of this Ark of Bull-Ruſhes, where 
he was laid, would have ſet him in 
the Throne, Adopting him for her Son. 
But he refuſed to be called her Son, and 
conſcquently to be the Heir of a King- 
dom ; herejected the offer of a Throne 
and Kingdom, the hopes of the great- 
eſt Dignity upon- Earth ; and choſe 
the Crols rather then Crown ; or if a 
Crown, he would rather have a 
Crown of Thorns then a Crown of 
Gold, he choſe rather to ſuffer afftietion 
with the People of God, then to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, or (to 
render 1t more cloſely to the Greek) 
to hawe the Temporary enjoyment of 
Sin, mnp.o*%ifpw tow apgpTiIAG dmOARUAY. 
He choſe rather to be in the Wilder- 
neſs, then in the Court; yea 1n that 
great and terrible Wilderneſs, wherein 
were Fiery Serpents and Scorpions, and 
drought , where there mas no Water, 


(as 
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(as it is deſcribed, Det. 8. 15. ) He 
choſe rather to endure the hardſhips 
of the Wilderneſs, then to enjoy the 
Delicacies. and Pleaſures of the Court, 
to live there in all eaſe and ſoftneſs, 
toenjoy the Delights and Senſual fa- 
tisfations which Courts afford , to 
have Riches, and Honours, and Digai- 
ties, and the great things and out- 
ward Glory of this World, which 
others ſo much ſcramble for ; to have 
theſe, and what he would (if Egypz 
could afford it ) heaped upon him ; 
all this would have flowed in upon 
h:m, if he would have been willing 
to be Adopted by Phayaoh's Daugh- 
ter for her Son. And beſides his own 
Perſonal ' Worth and Accompliſh- 
ments , the unordinary Annableneſs 
of his Perſon, the Excellency of his 
Parts emproved by the beſt Educa- 
cion ,' the fingular ſweetneſs of his 
Spirit (Meek and gentle above all Mer 
upon Earth, Numb. 12. 3.) would 
have won and gain'd him all Love and 
Reſpefts and Venerations, and the 
good Words and Applanſe of all; and 
made him more capable of gratifying 


and plealing himſelf, and emproving | 


the advantages which the Court-lite 
might 
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might afford. But for all this,he choſe 
rather to ſuffer affliction with the People 


of God, and as it follows in Verl. 26. 
He efteemed the reproach of Chriſt (for 


Chriſt is meant by the_Azgel that did. 


lead them and keep them in the way, 
and brought them to Canaan) greater 
Richei then the Treaſures in Egypt, of 
which Wealth and Power he had been 
Poſleſt, had he been content to go for 
the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter. 

But what was it that enabled him 
to do all this, to deny himſelf at ſuch 
a rate as this, that he was worthy to 
be famed for the moſt Stlf-denying 
Man ' (as he was for the moſt Meek 
Man) upon Earth? It was his Fazth : 
Heb. 11. 24 By Faith Moſes when he 
was come to Tears, refuſed to be called 
the Son of Pharaoh's Davghter. He 
did it not out of Sullenneſs, or in'a 
Pet or Humour , but deliberately , 
and upon choice , and upon the beſt 


reaſon andground, the hope of the Re- 


ward to Tome; and it was Faith that 
enabled him to Eye ir. 

This is the Account given in Verl. 
26. For he had reſpett unto the Recom- 
pence of the Rewayd, omip\ent yag us 
Thy pudormſ0T low, The expeCtation 

of 
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A Diſcourſe op 1 Cot. 15.58. 
of better Treaſures in Heaven, a 
better Crown then what Thermutis 
could have helpt him to, a better 
Kingdom then thatin Egypr ; the ex- 
peCtation of better plealures, and a 
more happy condition hereafter, in- 
finitely above the Temporary.delights 
of Sin, the pleaſures of Sin for a Sea- 
{on, for a little while in this World, 
which if he had given up himſelf to, 
he had loſt thoſe purer and permanent 
pleaſures at Gods Right Hand ; The 
belief of better things that he ſhould 
be Heir of, if he approved himlſelt as 
a Son of God, then he could ever be 
Heir of in Egypt, it he were called the 
Son of Phara-h's Daughter ; . This 
was it which enabled him to do all 
this, and to ſuffer all the hardſhips 
and difficulties he met with, which 
were not few nor ſmall. 

Grotius interprets (as the Socinians 
do) woxnocoic to bethe Poſſeſſing of 
Canaan, the Land Promiſed to their 
Fathers. But the word being uſed in 
the foregoing Chap. Verl. 35. for 
the Heavenly Reward, where it fol- 
lows what is ſaid in Verl. 34. A bette? 
and an enduring SubFtance ( or being) 
is Heaven ; we may well here alto 
+ vt 
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underſtand it jn the ſame Senſe. 
But had it been onely an Earthly Ca- 
naan that Moſes had reſpe& to, we 
may hence argue ; If an Earthly In- 
heritance, which is uncertain, and 
ſhort (as our Lifeis) and not ſecured 
from troubles and croſles, could thus 
far attect Meſes, and prevail with him 
todo and {uftee all this, and ſecured 
hin againſt the Tentations of the 
Court, -nd made him to chooſe Piety 
with aMiCtions, rather then Pleaſures 
accompanied with Sin ; How much 
more ſhould the Heavenly Inheritance, 
th: Land of the Living (as Heaven 
may be better calPd ſo then Earth, 
as being the Land and Country of the 
Living zo Ereraity) how much more 
ſhould the upper Canaan ( of which 
it may be rather ſaid then of the /ower 
and Earthly Canaan , Deur. $. That 
it 1s 4 Land wherein thou ſhalt Eat 
Bread without ſcarceneſs, thou ſhalt not 
lack any thing init) a Land that flow- 
eth with what is ſweeter and better 
then Milk and Honey ; How much 
more ſhould it prevail with us to deny 
our ſelves, and to overgome the Tem- 
porary delights of Sin { 


4. This 
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4. This Dottrine of the Reſurretion 
and the Life io come, makes the Spirit 
of a Believer Impregnable, when aſſault- 
ea with the greateit difficultics and dan- 

i gers from without. It Artns and Fot- 

; rifies him againſt the- mcſt threatning 

% Terrours of the World, as well as a- 

2 gainſt the moſt alluring Tentations ; 

an inſtance and eminent proof where- 

of we have in the Seves Brethren and 
their Mother who ſuffer'd under Az- 


 Hiochus , of which we ſpake before. 


A Diſcourſe on t Cor. 15.5 $: 


5. It enables Chriſtians to take pa- 
tiently the Loſs of Friends, the Deceaſe 
of neareſt and deareſt Relations that die 
mm the Lord , and ſleep in Jeſus : As 
knowing that God will bring them 
again with Chriſt at the laſt Day, 
God will raiſe them out of their 
Graves, and they ſhall as ſoon be with 
* Chriſt when he Deſcends from FETea- | 

IF ens with a Shout, with the Voice of the 
E. ; "Archargel and the Trump of Goda, as 
I ' thoſe that are alive upon the Earth at 
 ——_ his coming ; who ſhall not prevert 
4 them which are-aſl:ep ; but the Dead in 
Chriſt ſhall Riſe firſt , and fo all of 
. them (both the newly railed __ 
ang » 
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in a moment, in the twinkling of an Eye 
(1x Cor. 15.) their Bodies being; to be 
made Incorruptible . and Immortal; 
and ſo qualified for Heaven, as well 


as the Bodies of them that were raiſed: 


from the Dead )*I fay, all of them 
ſhall at once be taken up in the Clouds, 
fo meet the Lord in the Air, to attend 
upori the Judge, the King of Glory; 
and fo ſhall they ever be with the Lord. 
All this we have in 1 Theſ., 4. And 
are not theſe. words -cf comfort in the 
caſe of Chriſtian Friends Deceaſed ? 

And it enables alſo take patiently; 
yea, and: joyfaily, the [poyling of their 
Goods,the loſs of their Worldly Goods, 


their Eſtates ahd-Poſſeſions, as 'ir is 


expreſly ſaid of the believing H: brews, 
in Chap. 10. 34. Where allo 1s men- 
tion'd that whick' enabled them to ſuch 
a joyous patience, for it immediately 
follows in the ſame Verle, k»owirg tn 
your ſelves that you have in Heaven 4 
better arid more enduring Subſtance; 
better Treaſures, and fach as can- 
not be taken away, none can ſpoile 
them of; and thirt for. their loſſes 
and, ſufferings here , they ſhall be 
Infinitely Rewarded aad . Recompen- 

F {cd 


and the then living who ſal berhanged . 
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_ Diſcourſe om: 1 Cor,15. 5B: "Ie 
ſed at the Reſurrettion, of the Fatt. 


' 6. It makes Believers more mindful 
of,and faithful to, the great ends of Life 
and Being in this World ; It melts 
them into ſofter Compaſlions ro the 
Souls of others, and enlarges them 
into greater deſires of and eadeavours 
after the good of others every way ; 
1 hat they alſo may with them be the 
Children of the Reſurreftion , and ac- 
counted worthy to. obtain that World and 
the Reſurretion from the Dead (Luke 
20. 35.) and to ſtand before the Son of 
Man (Chap. 31. 26.). 

Theſe are thoſe that love the appear- 
ing bf Chriſt (as it isin 2 Tim. 4.) 
and prepare for it, and they would 
fain haye others allo {o minded, and 
therefore while they are in the World, 
they endeavour todo what good they 
Can. 

Theſe long and /ook for the Bleſſed 
Hope and Glorious Appearing of our 
Saviour Teſws Chriſt ( Tit. 2.) Then 
{ſhall the ſhadows of this dark Life flee 
away ; Thea ſhall the Day break, 
and the Night be gone ; Then will 
the Eyelids of rhat Morning begin to 
open, when they ſhall awake a9 

| ce 
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fee the Face of God in Righteouſneſs ; 
The Morning to that calm and fair 
Day of Eternity ( #utgev «avs, 2 
Per. 3.ult.) the Day that ſhall have 
no Sun-ſet, no Evening ; #he Day 
which the Lord hath made, we [hall rt- 
Joyce and be glad in it, (Pſal. 118.) 

To theſe Children of the ReſurretFion 
is that encouraging paſſage of Scri 
tureſn Luke 23. 28, where, after the 
mention of Chriſts coming in a Cloud 
with Power and gteat Glory, it 15 
faid, and by Chriſt himſelf, When 
theſe things come to paſs; then look up 
and lift up your Heads , for your Re. 
demption draweth nigh, The Phraſe is 
like to that in Rom.$. 1 9: dTonagod\okie 
Ths xTimewc, 'Exerto captte fatta _ 
Fatio Creature : Where the Apoſtle 
by a Pathetical Elegant Proſopopeis 
brings in the whole Creation expet#- 
ing, looking and longing for,with Head 
lifred up, the Manife tation, and Verf. 
21. the Glorious Liberty of the Sons 
of God, and to be delivered from the 

ndage of Corruption and the being [ab- 


 je# unto Vanity, undet whith it gr0aRs 


tth and travelleth with pain until now, 
But the word in L#ke reſpeAs rather 
the then becoming temper of the Mind 

F 2 theft 
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68 
then any geſture of the Body, it im- 


A Diſcourſe 0 1 Cor: 15. 58. 


ports the greateſt longing and moſt 
joyous expettation : And therefore 
the Syriack attending to the Senſe of 
the place, rather then to the letter, 
doth not unfitly render the Greek 
[ vor 4ocre Look up ] by w29NR Be of 
goood Cheer, have a" gocd Heart. But 
this comfort is onely for the Children 
of the Reſurrection, for thoſe that love 
the appearing of Chriſt (as the Apoſtle 
CharaQterizes thoſe Chriſtians to 
whom God the Righteous Fnadge will 
at that Day give the Crown of Righte- 
ouſneſs :) and ſuch onely can /ove the 
appearing of Chriſt, his Illuſtrious ap- 
pearing, his coming then with Power 


. and great Glory, whio have already 


endured and felt with patience the 
Day of his coming, and the Power of 
his Spiritual appearance within them, 
when he was not diſturb'd, nor op 
ſed in his Refining aod Spiritual Work, 
for he is like a Refiners ' Fire, and. he 
ſhall Sit as a Refiner and Purifier of 
Silver ; as it is in Mad. 3. 


PROPOSITION III. 


J. Chriftians , muſt always Abound , 
or Excel, in the Work of the: Lord, 


The 


LIMI 


.\'The Greek word [| Twgercvorres J 
ſignifies not. onely to Abouxd, but 70 


Excel; So in 1Cor.14.12, i'« wygioritare 


that ye may Excel ; And Matth. 5.47. 
{aith Chriſt to his Diſciples, 7; w»910500 
Toxire ; What Excellent, or what Sin- 
gular, what Extraordinary thing aoye ? 


Both come much to pne, Chriſtians 
muſt Excel, others, or Abound more 
then others, and they muſt Excel them. 


ſelves, or Avound more then themſelves, 
82 the Work of the Lord. 


And: what hereio S. Pas! exhorts - 


others to , he himſelf praQtiſed ; He 
excelled others, he. abounded moye then 
others, ſo he Jaith of himſelf in 1 Cor. 
I5, 10. Tb205oTEIV axvray Wavral toiaoa, 
I Laboured more abundantly then they 
all, then the reſt of the Apoſtles ; 
and in 2 Cor.11.23. © 497% wvgloForigoas, 
in Labours more abundant ; Witneſs 
his Preaching from Jeruſalem and 
round about even nnto Tllyricum ( Rom. 
15. 19.) Three Hundred and Fifty 
German Miles (as Parews upon.the 
place obſerves) particularly, in Arabia 
(Gal. 1.17.) at Damaſcus (Gal. 1. 17.) 
at Antioch ( AQts 13. 1,) at Seleucia 
(AQs 13.4.) in Cyprus (Atts 13. 4.) 

E.2 in 
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A Diſcourſe y 1 Cor. 15, 58. 
in Pamphilis (AQs 13. 13.) in Pifdig 
CAB 3, 14.) in Lycaonia CAA. 14. 
6.) inC#/icie (AQs 15. 41.) in Phrypia 
(AQts 16. 6.) in Galatia (Ads 16. 6,) 
at Tross (AQs 16. 8.) ar 4thens (AQs 
17.15.) in Achaia (Acts 18. 1.) in 
Macedonia ( AQts 16. 10. ) befides o- 
ther places, and thoſe places eſpecial- 
ly. where Chriſt ®as n1t Named (for to 
Preach here was his Holy Ambitrop, 
Rom. 15. 20. @INortusptvor ) which 
made his labour the greater, which 
2 would have been far eaſier, if he had 
4 \ onely Preacht where others had laid 
| the Foundation of Chriſtian Know- 

ledge. : | f 

 .Andas he excelFd others, ſo he ex- 
celled himſelf allo. . So he ſaith of him» 
ſelf, Phil. 3.3. Forgering thoſe things 
which are behind (not looking at that 
which was behind, to fee how much 
bf the Race I have palled, or how 
much others are behind me) and reach- 
ing forth wnto thoſe things which are 
before (rawTew6uuws ftretching as hard 
as I can to getto the end of the Race 
which is before me, and to overtake 
and. out-run others ) T preſs towards 
the Mark, or Goal, for the SgoPtio the 
 Prizeof the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Teſpoe. Thus 
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F 4 Diſcomrſe on riCor. 15:58. 
Thus we ſee what the bleſſed Apoſtle 
Tanght, and. what he Pracliſcd : 


and 1n: Conformity to his \Dodtrine 
and his Example ; | 


L C brifizn, muſt Excel them/elves, 

muſt Abound more then they have done, 
in the Work of the Lord : Their loft 
Works muſt be more then the fr#, as 
itis ſaid of the Church of Thyatira, 
in\Revel. 2.19, They muſt nog be 
weary in well-doing , wk g0 on and 
mend ”*their pace, ſtill making a far- 
ther Progreſs. in Religion, and going 
os t@ perfetFion (Heb. 6. 2.) And the 
nearer they. are to the Goal, the end 
of their Race, the faſter they muſt 
Run. 

Thus. the ſame Apoſtle . writing 
tothe T heſſalonians (Chap.4q. 1.) doth 
beſeech and 'exhort them. by the Lord 
Feſas, that as th:y had received ( had 
been taught) how they ought to walk 
and 10 ok God, ary would Abound 


more and more. 


And truly the more Excellent 
Chrittians. have a Spirit of great In- 
genuity in them, For 


F 4 I. They 
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x. They ate Senſible of the much 
God hath done for them already. He 
hath Bleſſed them with "all Spiritual 
bleſſings in Chri#, Ephel. 1. and Spi- 
ritual good things are the choiceſt of 
Bleflings. And they judge themſelves 
_ then the leaſt of Gods Mercies, 

s Jacob did, Gen. 32.10. I am ls 
ted all the Merties, and then ' all. the 
Truth, which thou haſt fbewed unto. thy 
Servant , which the Chaldee Para. 
phraſt fitly renders, 12 (it My 
deſerts are leſs then all the Mercies, ' and 
all the Benefits which thow hait dowe to 
thy Servant. 


2. They are Senſible of the much 
"more he hath promiſed to do for 
them, and « reſerved for them in Hea- 
ven (1 Pet. 1. 4.) They _— cauſe to 
lay with David (Pfal. 31 19.) O how 
great ts thy Goodneſs Sbich thou ha#t 
laid up for them that fear thee : As 
they have cauſe alſo to:reckon with 
S. Paul, that the ſufferings of thus pre- 
ſent time, all their labours and ſervices, 
are not worthy to be compared with the 


Glory that ſhall be revealed. 
3. They 


_— Diſcourſe on 1 Cbr-15. 5B. 7 


3. They are Senfible of the little 
they have done for God, what mean 
and'poor returns they have made to 
God who hath dealt bountifully with 
them. None are more deeply ſenſible 
of their Omiſſions, none are more 
apt to judge themſelves #»profitable 
Servants ( Luke 17.) then they that 
have done moſt, they that have abown- 
ded moſt #» the Work of tt Lord, Tt 
was the Speech of that Holy and 
Learned Biſhop, Biſhop Uſher, not 
long before his 'Death, Lord forgive 
me my Omiſhons: And. yet he 'was a 
moſt Induſtrious and Diligent La» 
bourer- in iGod's' Vineyard. Admir- 
able is-the humble Ingenuity of thoſe 
good and: faithful: Servants of God , 
who when Chriſt at the Day of Judg- 
ment before Angels -and Men doth 
remember to their Honour what they 
had done for Him in their life-rime, 
reply, Lord when ſaw we thee an 
Hungred ,' and fed thee ; or Thirſty, 
and gave thee drink ; or 4 Stranter, 
and took thee in ; or Naked, and clothed 
thee , or Sick, or in Priſon, and came 
unto thee ? 


A 


A Lover of God, who ſerves: him 
ndt- out of Mercenary regards, but 
from an Ingenuous Spirit, doth not 
ſcore| up his Duties and keep an ac- 
count of his Performances, does not 
Regiſter and then reckon how many 
good Oſhees he hath done for the 
Cauſe of Godin the World he keeps 
no Catalogue 1s Services ; and 


then (irs ſtill afd "ie hath oo pleaſes 
himſelf 'in what he hath done. © But 
he foune- 'the things wifich are, be- 
hind ; 15 as little elated as if he had 
done nothing ; and 'therefore preſſeth 
hard forward,' 'ahd: reacheth ro the 
things that are before, | 

Whereas on the contrary, Formal, 
meer Outward: Chriſtians, being ofa 
Phariſaick and Servile Spitit ,, they 
that are far from ſerving God accep- 
tzbly ( Heb. x2 } they 4et an high 


valne upon thert [Performances ; and 


(tike the thallow Streams which' are 
moſt fond) they boaſt of their Out- 
ward - Services, and pleaſe and pride 
themſelves in their often reflections 
upon what they. have done ; and 

would allo be applauded by 
others ; for all their Works they do, 


for to be ſeen of Men ( Matth. 
23. 5) 
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" 24. 5.) . 
| The word [09] uſed here (and 


- fit toexprels 


wes 70 bac Fivew 155 eniedrooig, 


in Mutth. 6. KY, 15 very proper and 

ypocrites, Stage-Players 
and Attors of a Part in Religion, and 
it imports ſuch z ſeeize , Tucha loot- 
ing on by Men, as in a Theatre or 
Stage, a looking on with Admirarion 
and Applauſe: And to this purpoſe 
13 that other word in Matth. 6. 2. 


"Aotufzow, that they mwy be Glorifie, 


or Hononred of Men; Yeu, and of 
God roo. And yet it is but fome 
Outward Service, void of Inward 
Life , that they perform to God. 
Bat it is their Al), it is All that they 
will- part with; and they would have 
it valued at no mean rate; they have 
no \mall'opinion of their Li 
and the Bodily exerciſe of Religion ; 
their Monourtag God with their Lips, 


fome'good words, 'or ſore good works 
ght principle, 
And 


not proceeding from a ri 
nor direted to a right end : 


NO "M 


p-devotion, 


-hereby they think they do demerer: 


Denm,and' oblige Him for ever. And 
yet all is but an empty Shell which 
they bring, a Shell without a Kernel, 
a Cabinet without the Jewels, But 
ſuch is their high efteem of it, that 


they 
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they are ready to take it ill, and to 
challenge God for not taking due 
notice of the Honour agd Service they 
do him ; and he is not, as they think, 
ſo ſenſible and regardful - thereof as 
he ſhould be, when things go other. 
wiſe" with them then they wiſh, 
The Inward Language of their Hearts 
is fully expreſt by I/a. Chap. 58. 3. 
Wherefore have we Faited, ſay they, 
and thou feeſt not * Wherefore have we 
Aﬀiicted our Soul, and thou takeſt no 
Enowledge ? And yet this was but a 
meer Outward: Humiliation, as it is 
expreſtin Verſ. 5. The bowing down the 
Head as a Bul-Rnſb for a Day, and the 
ſpreading of Sackcloth and Aſbes. under 
them. But alas , what is the banging 
or bowing down the Head, while the 
Heart is unbowed and unhumbled ? 
And what is Sackcloth and Aſbes,when- 
as Pride compaſſeth them +5 a Chain, 
(Pſal. 73. 6.3? 1200 

Here thea is the difference between 
thoſe that are Chriſtians Outwardl, 
and thoſe that are Chriſtians Inwaraly 
(as the the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Few 
(Rom. 2.) The former make great ac- 
count of their trifles, as if they were 
the moſt ſolid realities, and the moſt 
precious | 


” A Diſcoarſe on 1 Cor. 15, 58. Tt. 
precious rarities : The other account 
themſelves, and their Beſt perform- 
| ances, their moſt ſyhſtantial Services, 
tro be as nothi Efore God ; Bur 
though it becom@Mem to think thus 
humbly and meanly .of themſelves , 
yet God who weighs the Spirits of Men 
and we their Hearts, he hath an 
high eſteem of them ; God #s not un- 
righteous to forget their Work and La- 
bour of Love, which they have ſhewed 
toward hu Name, (Heb. 6. 10.) but 
he will remember them and their Per- 
formances, and an Hononrable Com- 
| rhemoration ſhall be made of them at 
the Laſt Day, Matth. 25. 34. 


4. As they are Senſible of the little 
they have done for God, and are griev- 
ed at their Omiſſtions ; ſo they are 
| ſenſible of the little time they have to 
' repair their. neglets of thole fair ad- 

vantages which they have had for do- 
' ing good: They are apprehenſive of 
| the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of their 
'Life and continuance here ; that their 
time is but Short here to Teſtifie their 
Love to God in their Love of others, 
and'caring for their good,they have bur 
a Short ſpace to Labour in ; and : is 
; ur 
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but ſhort, (and as nothing to Eternity} 
if they be in the Morning of 'their 
Age , or in the, Afternoon (and in- 
_ deed ſuch ſerious Whughts as theſe do 
more commonly s thoſe that are. 
in the Afternoon oFMheir Life :) And 
therefore they rouſe up and excite 
themſelyes ro a greater diligence , 
Awake, awake , up and be doing, 
they {ay unto their Soul; Stir up the 
ift of God in thee, be ſfromg in the 
race that is in Chriſt Feſws : And 
ſhow forth that Strength in a Power 
to do more, and to endure more bard- 
zeſs,as becomes 4 good Souldjer of Jeſus 
Chrif, (2 Tim. 2.) 
While #t is Day, while the light of 
Life ſhines, thow muſt Work the Wopks 
of him that ſent thee, the Works of 
God, the bufineſs of Religion mult be 
heeded by thee; For the Night cometh 
when no Man can Work, (To.9. 4.) 
the Sunſet of thy Life, the Night of 
Death approacheth, and then the ſea- 
{ons and advantages for an aQive em- 
ploying thy ſelf about the good of 
others, and Glorifying the Name of 
Godin this World, will be over. and 
paſt. And therefore, becauſe there is 
mo Work, nor deliberetion,; nor Wiſdom 
i# 
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A Diſcoorſe on n Cor. 15. 58. 
its the Grave mhither thou art going ; 
whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might, ( Ecclef. 9. 19.) Love 
God «f 9s ths iox60s (a. more Empha- 
_ © tical word then dviews) with all thy 
Strength, with all thy Mind, with all ' 
thy Heayt, and with all thy Soul ; with 


whatſoever is in thee, and in thy 
Power ; all thy faculties muſt be raif- 
ed up to their beſt pitch : And the 
beſt expreſſion and proof of this Love. 
is in ſerving the Will of God in thy 
Generation to the beſt of thy Skill and 
Abilities, _ | 

Live much in a Short time, for the 
time paſt of our Life may [uffice us to have 
wrought our own Will, But Chriſt hath 
ſuffered for us in the Fleſh, that me 
ſhould no longer Live the reit of our time 
in the Fleſh, to tbe _ of Mem, 
(to the gratifying of thole Appetites 
which Men generally Indulge them- 
ſelves in) but to the Will of God, which 
is worthy to be obey'd and complyed 
with in all things by us. Let it be our 
wonder and our grief, that we were 
for {5 long a time (the ſhorteſt time is 
too long) Strangers to. God and the 
waysof Religion, that we ſhould for 


any time live without God in the World, 


and 
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A Diſcoarſe on x Cor. 15.58; A 
and be unacquainted with the Beſt of 
Services and Employments, which 
are the Services of Religion ; That 
we {hould be eſtranged from the Life 
of God, which is the Nobleſt and 
Sweeteſt Life , a Life of the higheſt 
Excellency, and of the molt ſatisfying 
Pleaſure : And therefore being now 
reſtored to God, and having found 
him whom our Souls Love, and whom 
our Souls ſhould ever have loved, him 
who loved us firſt, how ſhould we 
cleave the more cloſe to him, even 
with full parpoſeof H-art ; How ſhould 
welive wholly to his Will ; and Walk 
Worthy of him unto all pleaſing, being 
fruitful in every good Work ; ſtudying 
to know what will pleaſe him, what 
is that good and acceptable and perfett 
Willof Goa, and then to do it with all 
Alacrity and Faithfulneſs. 

Live then much in a ſhort time, 
Redeem the time, repair thy Omiſſions 
in ſome- meaſure by Redoubling thy 
diligence. Let the Book of thy Life 
(the Book that muſt be opened at the 
Laſt Day) be full of Senfe and worthy 
Matter ; Let there be no void ſpaces 
and empty /acunas (Idle Words and - 
an Idle Life are ſueh) in it: Letevery 
| Page 


FT  'A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58, 
'  Pageofit (every Day) be filld with 
what is Significant, Intelligible, Ra- 
tional, and Worthy tobe Tranſcribed 
and Copyed out by others. Live in 
ah Exemplary way, and follow that 
beſt Exemplar , the Holy Jeſus, of 
whom. S. Petey gives this ſhort Char- 
atter , (in his Sermon to Corxelins , 
AQs 10. ) dine wegyeral, He weiit 
about doing good. Think thou haſt loſt 
a Day (as its ſaid of the Emperour 
Titas Veſpaſian) if thou haſt nor done 
ſome good in it. Think thou halt not 
lived, if thou haſt not lived to the 
' Service of Religion : As that Courtier 
who retired from the .Vanities of this 
World, and ſeriouſly applyed himſelf 
to the Services of Religion Seven 
Years before his Death, would have 
this Epitaph, Hic jacet Septuagenarius 
qui ſeptem wixit annos. Let that 
' Speech of the Apoſtle (Roz. i2. 11.) 
be often in thy Thoughts, let it be 
Written in fair Letters upon thy Heart, 
Not Slothful in buſineſs, Ferwent in 
Spirit, Serving the Lord. | 
We muſt not be Slothful in Buſineſs, 
T1 ©os/\1, as to diligence and induſtry 
in our Calling and what concerns us. 
Whatſoever thy Hand findeth to do, as 
G | the 
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the occaſion ſhall offer it ſelf, and the 
thing ſhall require ( lo the phraſe s 
uſed in Fadz.9.33- and 1 Sam. 10.7.) 
do it with thy Mizht, do it as well as 
thou canſt : As we have opportnnity, 
let us do good anto all Men, or as we 
hive Avility, Gal. 6. But clpecially 
do not the Work of the Lord negligently 
(Jer. 48.) be not negligent and Jazy 
in Religion ; make that thy buſineſs, 
let it be thy yo, make it not thy 
Ty, as if the Work of the Lord 
were to be done onely by the by ; ; be 
ſerious and in good earneſt io it, it 1s 
tor the Life of thy Soul 

We muſt bs F.rwent in Spirit , 
To TVWuart 2£9'Ti5 (the like is ſaid of 
Apcllos, Atts18. 25.) burning in Spirit, 
not coldly affected towards God's 
Service and Honour , but with enfla- 
- med affettions and earneſt endeavours 
ever following that which is good ; 
this the Apoltle callsin Titus 2, Yeal- 
ous of good Works, 

It 5, Prankth Serving the Lord, or the 
Seaſon, or Ophozrtnaity that is before us 
(for nct a few Greek Copics iaſtead 
of wvgig read wage, the time or ſea, On) 
embracing and emproving all the ad- 
vantages that preſent themſelves ».0 
ar 
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for procuring the good of others, and 
winning others, and doing Honour to 
God. And this indeed isa good T ime- 
ſerving, free from the leaſt Self-ſeck- 
ing; and we ſerve the Lord, when 
we lerve the time or ſeaſon, that is, 
lay hold on and improve the preſent 
opportunity, and every advantageous 
cccaſion of doing good. 

And indeed, the more excellent 
Chriſtians, ſuch as are more emprov- 
ed in Grace and Spiritual Wiſdom , 
account themſelves more obliged to 
this bounding inthe Work of the Lord, 
from the conſideration of what the 
. Apoſtle intimates in Rom. 13. 11. that 
our Salvation is now nearer to us then 
whe we believed, when we were firſt 
called and converted to the Faith of 
Chriſt; we are now nearer to the exd, 
or reward of our Faith, the Salvation 
of our Souls; we are nearer to the 
Coal and end of our Race, and conle. 
quently nearer to the Prize of our 
high Calling in Chriſt Jeſus. This 
Life of ACtion draws nearer to its 

Period , and the Life of Reward is 
more near, the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at Hand; and therefore knowvirg the 
time, that this is the ſeaſon of loving 
G 2 Our 
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our Neighbour, of doing all the good 
we can to others, (of which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the foregoing Verle) zr zs 
high time to awake out of Skep , to 
ſhake of all drowſineſs, to awake our 
of a Lazy Profeſſion, to be up and be 
doing : For we have not long tolive in 
the World, and e're long we ſhall lay 
hold on Eternal Life, and receive the 
Reward far beyond all our Services, 
infinitely above all our Labours here. 
And here it may not be unfit to take 
notice of a Three fold Self-denyal, full 
of Nobleneſs and Ingenuity , in the 
more Excellent Chriſtians. 


x. Though they are Senſible of a 
Better State in the other World, of 
better Enjoyments, and Satisfations - 
more pure and permanent then in this 
preſent Life ; and thongh they 
are full of comfortable hopes of their 


. ſafe arrival and happy entertainment 


in that World of Souls (ni2wan amy 
as the Jews call it) when they ſhall 
be gathered to the Spirits of Juit Men 
made perfetf : Yet they are not un- 
willing, nay rather deſirous, to ſtay 
longer for their Reward, ſo that they 
may do more Service here, and _ 

| er 
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| Rerto the good of others ; they would 
Labour more in God's Vineyard, they 
would Abound more in the Work of the 
Lord, They are not over-haſty to 
receive their Wages, their Pexpy for 
Labouring in the Vineyard. They do 
not complain of their bearing the Bur- 
den and Heat of the Day. They are 
willing with Jacob to lerve Seven, 0- 
ther Years for Rache/. They are not 
impatient of the length of the way to 
Canaan , nor do they murmur that 
they are kept from taſting the Fruits 
thereof, They are not eager to enter 
upon the full pleaſures of the Hea- 
'venly Jeruſalem. They are content 
with ſome Cluſters of Grapes here, 
to Hearten and Strengthen them for 
. their Work and Labour. They 
would not go to reſt, to their Beds 
too ſoon ({o the Grave is called, Iſa. 
' $7. 2. He (hall enter into Peace, they 
ſhall ref in their Beds.) They are de- 
firous to Work longer ; and when 
they have Labour'd more, and finiſh- 
ed the work which-they deſired todo 
for God, then they can better ſing 
with Old Simeon, Nunc dimittis, Lord 
now letteſ> thow thy Servant depart in 
Peace; And when they lie down, their 

G 3 Sleep 
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Sleep ſhall be ſweet unto them , Prov, 
2 
, And now for the verifying cf all 
this that hath been ſaid, we have an 
evident proof 1n 5. Panl, an Iluftri- 
ous Example of this kind of Self-deny- 
al, who though he was aſſured of a 
Better State after his Deceaſe, yet he 
was Content. to ſtay longer for his 
Reward, he wes willing to be abſent 
trom the Lord, to be out of Heaven, 
and to abide longer hcre ; that he 
might do, more Service 11 the World, 
and Miniſter to the good of others : 
He rather conſider'd what was more 
Needful for Others, then what wauld: 
be more Gainful for Himſelf. This 
1s plain out of Pyzlip. 1, from Ver/. 
21. to 25. The whole Paragraph is 
worthy to be opened and further ex- 
plaized. In Yexſ. 21. he Profeſleth, 
To me to Live,is Chri#] that is, If I 
Live, my Life ſhall be wholly ſpent in 
the Service of Chriſt, this 1s ov main 
delign and bulinels of my Lite; this 
1s my choice, andIdo not count it 
worth the while to Live in the World, 
Lite is not valuable, but onely on this 
account, that I may bring Honour to 
Chriſt,and win Souls to the Goſpel. It 
follows, And 
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Ana ro Die is gain] that is, If I 
Die, I ſhall be a Gainer by it, Eternal 
Lite and Happineſs being infinitely 
above all the enjoyments 1n this pre- 
ſent Life; And it I Die a Martyr. at 
Rome (where I am now a Pr//oxer of 
the Lord, Ephef. 4. 1. a Priſoner for 
the Caule of Chriſt) if I Seal and Con- 
firm the Truth of Chriſt by my Blood, 
the Service and Glory of Chriſt ſhall 
be advanced by my {ifterings, yea and 
my Death {hall be more eminently 
gainful tome; this ſuffering and Mar- 
tyrdom being rewarded with a further 
Acceſlion of Glory,and a more rich En- 
creale of Happineſs:SothatT am reſolved, 
that Chriſt ſhall be Magnificd in my Body, 
whether it be by Life or by Death, Ver.20. 
Verl. 22. But if I Live in the 
Fleſh , this is uagavs ys the Fruit 
of my Labour ] Our Tranſlation 
makes the place obſcure, which 
otherwile is clear enough, if it be con- 
ſider'd that «eos; teys is the ſame 
with opere pretium (and ſeveral ſuch 
Latiniſms there are in the New Teſta- 
ment) and itſ{ignifies worth the while, 
worth my labour, . And {o the Senſe of 
this Verlie is this, If I continue 1n this 
Fleſhly Tabernacle, if I yet live in the 
G 4 World 
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33 A Diſcourſe on x Cor. 15. 58. | 
.  Worldiit is worth the while,it will not © * 
be altogether unprofitable tome, not 
to others, becauſe thereby I may gain 
{ome to'Chriſt ; and as for you Phzlip- 
ians 'and other Chriſtians, I may be 
elpful to you and them-, for your 
ns their furtherance and | Joy of Faith, 
( Verl. 25. ) 
- It follows in the ſame Verſe, Vet 
what T ſhall chooſe, I wot not]: There 
are weighty and preſiing Reaſons on 
both ſides ; ſo that I know not well 
whether I ſhould chooſe and defire to 
Live or Die, if the choice of both were 
given me. 
' Verſ. 23. For I am in a freight 
betwixt two ] Here are two different 
deſires, each have their Reaſons 
.to move; on the one fide, 
Hawving a deſire to depart] IT have a 
great deſire to return home: For ſo the 
Greek word ſhould be render'd, rather 
then to depart ; and the fitneſs of the 
Metaphor doth by the way ſuggeſt 
this to us, That this Life 1s a State of 
Baniſhment , or a Pilgrim-condition , 
a State of- abſence from God (2 Cor.s. ) 
and from our Fathers Houſe, and that 
Heaven 1s the proper Country and Seat 
of Souls, it is thewr Home. : 
e 


| "A Diſcourſe on @ Cor. 15.58, 3% 4 
WW. . Ir follows, a»d to be with Chriſt , 1 
5 which is far better] Our Engliſh Tran- 
{lation is not here ſo full, and leaves 
out a word ; it is exattly thus, for this 

i much better by far, or this is far bet= 
ter by 4a great deal , w9\\G yog wahnov 
KPEjaT0v, 

And here by the way may be obſerv- 
ed, That the Soul hath a Being and 
doth alſo att, and is capable of joy or 
1 pain, and ſenſible of the good or evil 
| condition ſhe is in, after the Death of 
|, the Body; and that therefore ſhe doth 
not fall into a deep Sleep, and con- 
tinue (as the Body doth) in a ſenſe- 
leſs condition for many Hundreds, if 
not Thouſands, of Years, till the 
ſounding of the Shrill Trumpet of the 
Archangel at the great Day of Judg- 
ment : Otherwiſe it had not been ex- 
ceedingly much better for S. Paul to 
depart this Life , but to. have: lived 
and continued 1n the Fleſh till the 
coming of that great Day; S. Paul 
had not been in a ſtrait between two, 
nor at a loſs whether to chooſe, but 
he would eaſily have preferr'd it as 
more defireable to be awake and alive 
here to the Service of Chriſt, and-to 
the endeavouring the good of others ; 

| To 
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To a& for God in the: World, and to 
be {enſible-of that fatisfaQtion, and to 
reap that joy and pleaſure which 
would follow (and did. flow into his 
Soul) upon ſuch labouring and abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, being 
plainly more eligible and a better State; 
And'to fall afleep, which is to be in 
a condition of 'doing nothing for 
Chriſt, and of being uncapable of 
that joy and: pleaſure. which accom- 
panies the doing of good, being as 
plainly a worſe Eſtate. It co be with 
Chriſt,be to tall aſleep, to:dn nothing, 
to feel nothing, not to be ſenſible of 
his being there, it were better tor him 
to be from Chriſt:;; and to be Mini- 
ſtring to the good of .others in the 
World ; conſidering alſo that it was 
{o needful for the Ph:lippians and 0- 
thers that he ſhould abide in the Fleſh : 
To live :and'to at, and to enjoy 
the comfort of ſich aCting being ſimp- 
ly better, then for the Soul to Sleep, 
that is, to do nothing, to perceive 
nothing, which is all one for the time 
as if the Soul were really Dead; or did 
Sleep the Sleep of Death. 

And .whereas ſome (as Grotrs and 
others) underſtand no more by this 

; Phraſe 
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A Diſcoarſe'on | | Cor.-15.58. 
Phraſe [ Toe with Chri#f ] then this, 


ape 1: ec. animam, to be received 
by Chriſt into ſafe cuſtody,, to be 
committed -to his truſt and keeping ; 
I Anſwer, :. 
. Firſt, That'\{othe Faithful were in 
this Life kept by hins and by God, 
Fo. 17. 11, 12: "and Chap. 16: 28, 29. 
s Pet. 1.3 5, cogrulves , which mplys 
a ſafe cuſtody; and Chep, 4.19. which 
plainly is. mednt of this Life ; and 
therefore ifithis:be meant by ,be:ng with 


Chriſt, they might be;ſaid, #0. ve with 


Ghrif herez-in this Sepſe. 1 
Secondly, That though the Souls of 
the faithful be: after Death received 
into Chriſt's cuſtody and: keepings 
yet this doth not. imply.nor. anfer their 
talling into.a ſenſeleſs, unattive, , dead 
Yorp. In. Zo. 12.26. Chriſt promt- 
h to-every one thatſerves: him and 
follows him, , where [::am.,, there 
ſhall alſo. my; Servant be; and after- 
wards, him will wy Father Homour,that 
1s reward, ſo the Greek word imports: 
So that the being where Chrift 7 7s [or the 
being with him] and Goa's Rewarding, 
po together. When $S. Stephen at 
1s. Death ſaid, Lord Jeſus rrerve my 
| Spirit, 
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Spirit, 'this doth no more prove that 
his Spirit fell aſleep, as ſoonas it was 
received by Chriſt into his cuſtody, 
then that the Spirit or Soul of Chriſt 
was alleep for three Days, after his 
Death, immediately before which he 
ſaid, Father, intothy Hands Icommend 
my —_ ke 23. 46. 

Thirdly, I add, That this Phraſe 
[To be with Chri#] doth in the Style 
of the Scripture imply a State of Life 
and Senſe ; not a ſenſeleſs Sleep, but 
ſuch a State wherein the Faithful en- 
joy Chriſt, and perceive the good of 
being with him: As appears by com- 
paring ſeveral paſſages of Scripture. 
Thus in Fo. 17. 24. It is joyned with 
| their beholding the Glory which God 
hath given him, And it is made uſe 
of- by Chriſt as an —_ tO COM» 
fort his troubled Diſciples, Jo.14. 3. 
and by the' Apoſtle Pas! to comfort 
Chriſtians' when grieved for the de- 
ceaſe of friends, 1 Theſ. 4. 17. Where, 
to be for ever with the Lord, that is 
with Chriſt, is more then to be taken 
into his cuſtody, and is far from ſigni- 
fying for ever to be aſleep. Inall theſe 
places it ſignifies a State of AQtivity 
and Senſe, and Perception, and a Per- 

| ception 
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ception of that Joy and Happineſs, 
which being conſidered ſhould fortifie 
Chriſtians againſt all trouble and 
Sorrow. ATW (o to be with Chriſt, is 
the ſame with #o live with Chriſt, 
2 Tim. 2.11. and fo reign with Chriſt, 
Verl. 12. BE. 

And although their being with Chriſt, 
after they have received their Spiritual 
and Heavenly Body at the ReſurreCQtion, 
doth ſignifie a greater degree of Haps+ 
pineſs and a fuller meaſure of Reward, 
of which they are now more capable 
by reaſon of their Spiritual Body : 
Yet their being with Chriſt in the inter- 
mediate ſpace, between their Death 
and *the ReſurreQion or laſt Judg- 
ment, is far from ſignifying nothing 
gt all, no leſſer degree of Happineſs, 
no enjoyment of Chriſt, no comfor- 
table and joyous Perception of their 
being with him, nothing but a being 
kept ſafe or kept in being , nothing 
but being in a Dead Sleep in his 
Arms, | 

But to return to the reſt of the Para- 
graph. 

Verſ: 24. Nevertheleſs, or but, to 
abide in the Fleſh is moye needful for you] 
Though it would be more advantage» 


ous 
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ous and gainful 'to me to Die to go 
home and to be with Chriſt ; Yer it 1s 
more for the advantage of, you Ph:/ip- 
pians, and of others, St I ſhould 
live and continue longer 1n this 
World. 

And thus we ſee how S. Pau! was 
plainly divided between two delires ; 
the one of his own happineſs, in re- 
turning to his Father's Houſe -and be- 
ing with Chriſt ; the other of his 
doing good to others ; and heinclines 
at laſt rather ro this latter ; Upon this 
{corc,of being in a capacity to do good 
to others, he is inclined to live; as 


. appears by the following Verſe , 


where he expreſſeth his hope (which 
argued his defire) that he ſhould 
abide and continue with them , live 

while longer, for their Luther cal 
and joy of Faith, He 1s willing to 
ſtay for his reward, he 1s content to 
be abſent from Chriſt, to have his 
more immediate and bhſsful enjoy- 
ment of him defer'd, he is willing to 
be out of Heaven, that he may do the 
more good upon Earth ; content to be 
leſs happy tor the preſent, that he 
may be the more ſerviceable in the 


World. He would not {ſo ſoon be e 
re 
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reſt from his labours; though his con- 

tinuing, in the World was . likely to 

bring him more ſuffering and hard- 

ſhips : He was now at Rome, a Pri- 

{oner for Chriſt, and in the days of 
Nero, that Lrioz ( as he calls him, 2 

Tim. 4 ) and he never ftir'd out of 
his hired Houſe there, but with a 
Souldier which held him faſt to him 
by an Iron Chain (of which he ſpeaks 
Adts 28.) and therefore it were far 
better for him, and eſpecially in theſe 
Circumſtances, to be with Chriſt, 
the Lamb, who 1s ſaid (in Revel. 7. 
17. ) to feed thoſe that are his, and 
lead them unto Living Fountains of 
Water , io that they ſhall either 
Hunger nor Thirſt any more; Yet he 
is willing to ſtay at Rozxe, and to await 
the fury of the Zion, that Monſter of 
Raging Cruelty, Nero; before whom 
he was brought once at leaſt, and he 
was delizered out of the Mouth of the 
Lion, ( 2 Tim. 4. 17.) God ſtood with 
him and ſtrengthened him, when he 
ſtood at the Bar before-the Emperour, 
and delivered him, and to. this end 
(as it follows 1n that Verſe) that by me 
the Preaching might be fully known , 
and that all the Gentiles might hear 


(might 
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(might receive the Goſpel) and there 
were even in Ceſar*'s Houſhold thoſe 
that received the Goſpel ( Ph. 4.) 
Chriſt hada Flock near the Lions Den, 
a Church in Nero's Houſe. This was 
that which was moſt in ,S. Paus/'s 
Eye, for this he valued his deliverance, 
and the preſervation and. continuance 
of his Life (as we obſerved before) 
And that according to his hope and 
confidence mention'd to the chiryy & 
pians, of his coming again to them, he 
was delivered and reſtored at his firſt 
being at Rome, is proved by ſome 
Writers. | 

In a word, Though it wete more 
for his eaſe to be freed from his Chain 
and his Bonds 2» (or for) Chriſt, which 
(he ſaith Phil. x. 13.) were manifeſt 
in Czſar's Court ; as well as to be 
freed from the Bonds and Fetters 
wherewith his Soul was encompaſt, 
while it was 1n the Priſon of this Ter- 
reſttial Body ; Though it were more 
for his advantage to move in the free 
Air and ſpacious Regions of Immor- 
tality and Bliſs; Yer he chooſeth ra- 
ther to wear theſe Chains and Bonds, 
and to wear this great Fetter of the 
Body, then ro wear that Royal Ap- 
parrel 
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parrel with which the King of Hea- 
ven will Inveſt thole whom he de- 
lights tro Honour, and to partake of 


that Glorious Liberty of the Children of 


God in Heaven (that I may borrow 
that Phraſe in Rom. 8.) He chooſes 
rather to continue in the number of 
thoſe who groan in this Earthly T 4. 
terwacle, being burdened, then to Sing 
joyful Hallelujahs in the Jeruſalem 
which is above ard is free (Gal.q.) And 
it was his Love to the good of Souls, 
his Zeal for the being more laſtru- 


mental to the Service and Honour of 


Chriſt, that was a ſtronger Chain to 
hold him here: This was Its great 
buſineſs while he was at Rome in 
Chains, to Preach the Kingdom of God, 
and to Teach thoſe things which concern 
the Lord Felws Chriſt, As 28. 31. 
He calls his Philippians (in Chap. 4.1.) 
his. Foy and Crown ; and that he might 
for ſome time longer abide in the 
Fleſh for their furtherance in Chriſti- 
anity, he is willing to be without he 


Crown of Life reſerved for him in God's © 


Kingdom, 

And was not this a rare and re- 
markable peice of Self-denyal in him ? 
And it will appear the more remark- 

H _ able, 


"x 


o/ 


9g. l 
© - able, if we conlider that S. Paul had 
been rapt up into the Third Heaven, 
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he had been caught up into Paradiſe, 
and there. had heard unſpeakable words, 
which it is not lawful, or poſſible, 
[54 ifs] for a Man to utter; and con- 
lequently he knew more of the PFeli- 
cites and Glories of that Place and 
State. 


2. A Second inſtance of the Self- 
denyal of the moreexcellent Chriſtians 
1s this. Though they are Senſible of 
the inward delights and {weetneſles 
which accompany a Contemplative 
Life, and are enjoy*d by a Soul with- 
drawing it ſelf from the noiſe and 
cares of the World; Though they 
are ſenſible what an Heaven it is upon 
Earth to have more iaward Com- 
munion with God, and in great till- 
neſs and quietneſs of Spirit to Con- 
template the Divine Excellencies and 
PerfeCtions, as alſo to Contemplate 
the Divine favours and kindneſſes, 
which he hath already beſtowed on 
them, with the much more that he 
reſervesin Heaven,and deſigns there to 
bleſs them with ; And though by ſuch 
Contemplation of the Divine Excel- 

| lencies 
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lencies and Favours, though by ſuch 
a ſeeing of God and taſting how good 
the Lord is, they are melted tmto Love, 
and raviſht into Holy Joys ; And 
though in this deep ſilence of the 
Soul they hear the ſtill Voice of the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, ſpeaking 
Peace and Love unto them : Yet they 
are willing to abate of thoſe Spiritual 
Satisfactions and Delights in Com-" 
munion with God (which are tothens 
far better) that ſo they” may beſtow 
themſelves upon Services and Labours 
tor the good of Others (which are to 
thoſe others more needful.) They 
are willing to abate of the ſweetneſs 
of Contemplation, that they may ap- 
ply themſelves more to Aon ; they 
account it the greateſt ' Charity to 
abound in the Works of the AZ7ive 
Life, and prefer the Advantages whicli 
thereby may come to Others, before 
the Contentments which might come 
to Themſelves by a Life more Con- 
templative, 

When $S Peter with the two other 

_ Diſciples ſaw Chriſt Transfgured ori 

' the Mount, together with Mes and 
Elias, who appeared in Glory ; he was 
{o Tranſported and Enraviſhed with 
H 2 this 
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this Glorious ſight, (this Mudel of 
Heaven upon the Mount) that he ſaid, 
Lord, it is good for ws to be here, let a 
wk Three T abernacles, one for thee, 
one for Moles, and one for Elias : 
He wiſht that he might always ſtay 
upon the Mount, and was loth to re- * 
turn to converſe with thoſe below ; 
though in RY this, he knew not what 
he ſaid, Luke 9 
- But the a Excellent Chriſtians 
though when they are retired and upon 
the Mount of Contemplation , they 
ſometimes ſee Chriſt Transfigured be- 
fore them, though they ſee him in his 
Glory and Beauty, and are Enraviſhed 
hereby with Love and Delight, and 
could ever dwell on the Mount : Yet 
they do not talk of Building Tabernack s 

hark They are willing ro Deſcend 
to thoſe in the Valley, to converſe 
with the meaneſt and loweſt in order 
to their Spiritual good. And though 
they gain a more Divine Splendor by 
ſuch Contemplations, and are raiſed 
up_to more Spiritual Heights and Ac- 
compliſhments (as Moſes his Face did 
ſhine by being wich God on the 
Mount) yet they are ready to put a 
Yall over their Face, and i the Weak 

they 
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they will beeome as Weak, that they 


may gain the Weak, They are willing 
ro make themſelves Servants unto all, 
that they may gain the more, as the 
great Apoſtle ſpeaks of himſelf in 
1 Cor. 9g. They conſider that they are 
not to pleaſe themſelves, but #o pleaſe 
their Neighbour (every other}, for his 
good to Edification, Rom. 15. 


It's more pleaſing to God that, ra-' 


cher then ſpend moſt of thy time-in 
fileat affectionate Contemplation of 
him , thou ſhouldſt earneſtly apply 
thy ſelf& the Works and Labours of 
Love for the good of others ; which 
are proper to the AFive Life :: And 
rhat thou ſhouldſt teſtifie and expreſs 
thy Love to him in Loving thy Bro- 
ther who more needs the effe&ts of 
thy ' Charity, then God doth thy af- 
feftions and praiſes, and without 
loving of whom God doth not account 
that thou loveſt him, as we read in 
1 Toha4, where its allo ſaid, Yerſ. 16. 
That God is Love, and he that dwelleth 
in Lowe, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. And- the more there is of this 
Hearty Good-will, and endeavours 


for the good' of Others, the more of 
this enlarged Benignity and Love to 


H 3 Maqn- 


wr 
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Mankind ; the more 1s the Love of God 
perfeited in ws , Verl. 12. the more 
ſhall we have of Gods: peculiar Pre- 
ſence, his Shechinah is in ſuch Souls, 
he dwells 1n them, he makes his abode 
with them, and will Manifeſt himſelf 
unto them. 

Therg is a Seaſon for all things ; 
The Contemplative Life is Beautiful in 
its Seaſon, and ſo is the Adive Lite in 
its Seaſon : And Contemplation ſhould 
the more engage, and enable us to 
Attion. The more we fix our In» 
ward Eye upon the Divineg Excel- 
leacies, the more we Adore and Love 
him, the more we conſider his Good- 
neſs and, Benignity towards all his 
Works, and 1n particular his Mercies 
fo us ; the_fitter we are to ſpeak of 
his Glory, and the more . ſhould our 
Love of God awaken, andexcite us to 
endeavour the Spiritual good | of 
others, -that they alſo may Adore and 
Admire,, and Love, and Praiſe Him 
who is Worthy to be Praifed. 

There is great need of obſerving fit 
Seaſons for Religious Retirement, and 
withdrawing thy ſelf fram the noiſe 
and bufſie cares of this World : But 
this is more or leſs ta be uſed, accord- 


ing 


ing as the State of thy Soul requires it, 
and as Chriſtiah Prudence {hall di- 
rect. Thou art not to dwell upon 
the Mount , this is but one part of 
thy Duty ; it muſt be done, but there 
are Qther Duties which muſt not be 
left undone ; which though not ſo 
{weet to thee as the other, yet it con- 
cerns thee to mind them ; and by 
minding them thou mayſ{t do more 
good in the World, and conſequently 
glorine God more. - Thou art not 
onely to conſider what is comfortable 
to thy ſelf, bat what is profitable to 
others, to thy Family, to the Charch 
or Common-wealth thou livelt in. 

Tt wasa fault in the Euchite (a ſort 
of miſtaken and unskilful Chriſtians 
of Old) to account themſelves obliged 
to Pray without ceaſing : Whereas 
God would rather that they fhoultl 
have been up and doing ; and inſtead 
of being ſo much on their Knees , 
their Heer ſhould have been Swifr to 
Charity, to procure the pood of 
others, as its {aid of the Fees of wick- 
ed Men, they are Swift to ſhed Blood, 
(Rom, 3. ) 

To conclude , The beſt Example 
for our direCtion in this kind is the 
H 4 Lite 
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_ - Lifedf Chriſt. He was for the mix# 


Life, the Life both Contemplative and 
Ative, As S. Peter ſaid, He went 
abyut doing yood, and his Life was full of 
ation, full of the effets and proofs 
of his good Will towards Men, in do- 
ing gaod to their Souls and Bodies : 
So allo at Seaſons which ſeemed moſt 
fit to him, he would ſend away the 
Multitudes, and withdraw himſelf 
from his Diſciples, and retire 1oto the 
Wilderneſs, to Pray ( Luke 5. 16.) 
or to # Mountain, Luke 6. 12. where 
It is ſaid be continued all Night in Prayer 
to God ; And that the Mourt of Olrves 
was a flace he made Ule of for the 
Aſcending of his Heart in Prayer 
to God, as it was made choice of by 
him for the place whence he would 
Aſcend to Heaven, appears by Luke 
21.37. where it 1s ſaid, that 7» zhe 
Day-time he was Teaching in the Temple, 
and at Nizht he went out and abode in 
the Mount | of Olives. 

And thus much for the Second ſort 
of St/f-denva!, which. is a leſſer Self. 
denyal then the other, in that this 
Foretaſt of Heaven, this Heaven up- 
on Earth, in Communion with. God 
here, Is leſs then the Enjoyment of 

A God 
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' - God hereafter, then thoſe larger taſtes. 
' of the River of Life, the River of 
Pleaſures, the Fulneſs of Foy in that 
greater Heaven above. | 


' 3. A Third inſtance of their Self- 
denyal is their diſvaluing of their own 
Services and- Labours ( of which 1 .- 


ſpake before) and their looking up to 
fg 


God for the encreaſe and bleſſing 

Though they are 0: ovrigyar, s 
fellow Labourers, (1 Cor. 3.9.) yet 
they acknowledge with 5. Paw (Verl. 
7.) that neither is he that Planteth 
any thing, neither is he'that Watereth :: 
Nothing is to be attributed to either 
but all the Praiſe 1s to be aſcribed un» 
to God. So far are they from the 
the Vanity of Theudes, who boeſted 
himſclf to be ſome body (AQts 5.36.) 
or of Simon Magus, who g4ave Ons that 
himſelf was ſome oreat one (Aas8.9.,) 
But rather are they the followers of 
the Humility of S. Paul, who aC- 
counted himſelf nothing, though he 
was in zothing behind the very Chiefe# 
Apoſtles (2 Cor. 12.11 ) They deſire 
that all the Praiſe may run in the right 
Channel, may go the right way, 
that is to God : As for themſelves, 
| they 
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they are nothing, and their Services 
are in their eſteem. Inſtead 
of applauding themſelves in refleing 
upon the much they have done, they 
rather* complain of their little of the 
much they ſhould have done. To 

Conclude, 

- As a Chriſtian grows in Grace and 
advances in Religion, there is in him 
moreof a Gedly Sorrow, more of an 
Holy Shame and Ingenuous Bluſhing 
athis little. 


IF As Chriſtians are to Excel 
themſelves, and Abound more and 
more; ſo they are to Excel others, to 
Abouwnd more then others in the Work of 
the Lord, If others are coldly affect- 
ed, yet they are to be a People Ze al- 
of good Works : Elſe they will 
Anſwer the full Intendment of 
Chriſt's Death and Sufferiags , who 

himſelf for them, and Redeemed 
and Pxrified them to this end, as its 
. faid;, Trens 2. 

Let then Chriſt ſee of the Travail 
of his Sou), the Fruit and deſired 
effect of his great Sorrows and Suf- 
fering3 ;. let him ſee of the Travel of 
- his Soul with joy and delight, and be 
latisbed, 
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larjofing. ago. . Full copann comers ooh 
bein y ed 1n INE 
EEG 1 bf. labours ecing OS. . 
Shall a dull and dead, lazy as 
leſs Profeſhion of Religion. be Al he 
fruir of Chriſts Sufferings ?. Will 
be ſatisfied where he ſees no. pe 
fruit then this ? Did Chriſt $Sweat-.1n 
the Garden, that we ſhould. Wed 
Is there no Mp, no more. Life. 4n 
Tree of the Croſs, then to. put for 
onely Leaves or Bloſſoms, ?: y 
the due conſideration of Chriſt Cruci- 
fed, is that which will make &Chriſtie 
an fruitful. 2A Hilineſs ang. 1n,c every. 
good Work. 
Chriſtians muſt be riat,. Patterns 
of g 004 Works, Titus 2. and. les 
has muſt ſhine as lights in the World, 
(Phil. 2.) If Others are lazy, and con- 
tent themſelves with doing, ict , 
Yet They \muſt be E 
diligence, Bo 6+ early into he Vieooal, 
and work hard. They muſt do, more 
then others, not onely moxe- then 
Publicans and Sinners, but more then 
the ſeemingly-ſ{trict Scribes and Pha: 
riſces, more then Formal Chriftians ; 
for they are Men of another Spirit 


(as Gad ſaid of Caleb and Joſhua, and 
muſt: 


3. A Difco 0 x-Cer. 5. 6" 
WE, - muſt- - fellow God fully. | They have 
DB rn id from God other Helps and 
F _  .Advaneapes (Spiritual Light and 
th) God has made a// Grace 29 
waxed towerds them; that ſo they 
may bound to every good Work , 2 
_ Caor.'9. They have other Hopes and 
, better grounded hopes 
of a Glorious Reward : They have 
received Mercies. more ffeculiar then 
others: And: therefore they ſhonld 
do more Ulien others, they ſhould nor 
+ live as others; as they faid (Wiſdom 
.K« 2:15) He Life not Pike other Meys, 
bis ways" are" of another. {eſbioo. i 
Yea | Real Chriſtians, one 
muſt trive to Excel another ; A good 
Jpn (— &yadk dV is £51 Boro) 
to provoke 'to Love and good works, 
not onely. by words but deeds ; to 
ſtrive who. hall do moſt for God,who 
ſhall moſt Abound in His Work, La- 
bour molt in his Vineyard, - who ſhall 
live Beſt. © But then chey that Abound 
and Excel others,” muſt alio Excel 5n 
Humility ; So S. Paul in 2 Cor. 12. 11, 
and 1 Cor. 15. 20. 


M4 « us 3. 4 


' PROPOSITION IV. 


Chriſtians have good ground to af- 
ſnre themſelves, and to be perſwaded, 
that their Labour ſhall not be in Vain 
in the Lord. 


I. They may be aſſured from the 
Revelation of the Goſpel , whereby 
Light and Immortality is brought to 
light (2 Tim. 2.10.) Light and Im: 
mortality, that is, Immortal Life , 
Eternal Bleſſedneſs both for Soul and 
Body, is now more clearly revealed 
and tully aſſured by the Goſpel. 

S. Paul had Preached at Corinth 
_ the Chief City of Achaza for a longer 
ſpace of time then he uſed to do in 
other Cities, ( tor he continued' there 
a Year and Six Months, As 18. 11.) 
- andGod encouraged him hereunto,not- 
withſtanding the many troubles and 
oppolitions he met with from the 
Fews, who unanimouſly and with one 
accord ſet themſelves againſt Paul, 
(Verſ. 6. and 12.) God /pate to him 
by Night in a Viſion, that he ſhould 
not be afraid nor hold his peace ; for 
though ſome di@oppolc, yet (faith 

God) 
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God) 1 have much People in this City, 
_(Verſ;z0.) and accordingly its ſaid 
_"(Verſ. 8. That many of the Corinthi- 
ans believed and were Baptized , yea 
Crilpus, he Chief Ruler of whe Syna- 
gogne,' believed on the Lord, with all his 
Flouſe. And in Obedience to this 
Heavenly Viſion, S. Paul. did for a 
longtime (a Year andan half) Preach 
the Goſpel to them of Corinth clearly, 
and freely, and with much atteQion- 
ateneſs to them ; his whole Heart 
was ſet wide open to them, they had 
a great place in his aftettions ; This 
he means, when hetells them in 2 Ep. 
6. 11,12, O ye Corinthians , our 
Moxth is op:ned to you, our Heart is 

enlarged, ye are not ſtraitned in us. 

And what was it that S. Pas/ took 
ſuch care to Preach among(t them, 
and which he did firſf of all deliver 
unto them ( 1 Cor. 15. 3. )? It was 
this, That Chriſt died for our ſins accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, and that he was 
Buried, and that he Roſe azain the Third 
Day according to the Scriptures : And 
this laſt-mentioned Article of the Re- 
ſurxeFion of Chriſt (on which Our 
Reſurrettion doth depend, 1 Thef. 4. 
14.) he particularlyggenlargeth upon, 
| proving 
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proving it from Eye-witneſles , and [, | 


they not onely ſome ſingle perſons, as 
Cephas, and James, but above Five 
Hundred Brethren , of whom he was 
ſeen at once ; there were Five Hundred 
Chriſtians, and more, thft at one 
and the ſame time ſaw him after his 
Reſurreftion from the Dead ; of 
whom although ſome were {400 
aſleep or were dead, yet ( ſaith he 
Verſl. 6.) the greater part remain 
(moſt of them are alive) «»to this pre= 
ſent, or (tw; apri) until now, and 
therefore from ſome of them they 
might know and be ſatisfied about 
his Reſurrection , and that he who 
was Dead, was Alive again. Yea, 
they might aſſure themſelves of ths 
from S, Pan's own Teſtimony 5 
who though he was no Diſciple, nox 
a Chriſtian , nor an Apoſtle while 

Chriſt converſed upon Earth ; yet he 

was afterwards at his Converſion an 

Eye-witnels of Chriſts being alive 

again ; /a# of all (ſaith he Verl. 8. ) 

he was ſeen of m+ alſo ; and by thy 

appearing of Chriſt from Heaven 

was S. Paul Converted : The remark- 

able Story we have recorded by S. 

Luke in Atts 9. where Chriſt in 

Glory 


— 
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Glory 'and Power , with dread and 
awful Majeſty (for there was Thux. 
er, gown Verſ. 3. and Lightning 
which flaſh'd and ſhone about him, 
Verſ. 2.) appeared to Pau! who was 
ſill breathing ont threatninys and 
Slawghters, tunyiov ami * ons, 
(Ariſtopbanes in his B-Tp. hath a like 
Phraſe, TVET 2 Spy x XY x45) 1 hun 
der and Lightnin; was in his Mouth ; 
and Chriſt to meet him in his fury, 
appears in Dread to him, makes hin 
fo tremble (Verl., 6.) Strikes him down 
ro the Earth (Verl. 4.) and turns this 
Raging Lion , this Ravening Wolf, 
into, a Meek Lamb; Lord, ſaith he, 
what wilt thou have me to ao? The 
Men that were with Paul, {aw no 
Man (Verf. 7.) nor him that ſpake, 
but Paul faw him , and He declared 
himſelf whohe was : I am Jeſus whom 
thou 4 rooatinh Verſ: 5 And beſides 
this Teſtimony from his own ſeeing 
of Chriſt to be alive, he uſeth other 
Arguments in this 15. Chap. to the 
Corinthians to prove the Reſurrettion 
of Chriſt. 

But what is this to the Reſurreion 
of Chriſtians ? Very much. For Ou# 
ReſurreQion depends on ChriF's. If 

Chrilt 
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Chriſt be Riſen, then there 1s a Re- 
ſurreEtion from the Dead, Yer. 13.16. 
arid then ſhall We alſo Riſe again. 
For we muſt know that Chriſt 1s be- 
come the firſt Fruits of them that 
Slept or were Dead. He 1s twice 10 
this Chapter called the Firſt fruits 
( Verſ. 20. @3..) and Col. 1.15. The 
Fir boyn of every Creatnre, or more 
fully in Verſ. 28. He 1s rhe Head of 
the Body the Church, He is the Begin- 
ning , the Firſt boys from the Dead , 
as he Is alſo Styled Apoc. 1. 5. And 
theſe three Titles and peculiar Pre- 
rogatives of his (for in all things he 
was to have the Preeminence, faith 
ws Apoſtle) evince the Doftrine in 
and, 


r. 1hat of Firf-fruirs | the Firite 
fruits of, them that Slept. ] For as by 
the Conlecrating and offering up to 
God the Firſt-fruits, the whole Lutnp 
or Maſſe, the whole encreaſe was 
SanQtified and Conſecrared ( for if 
the firit. fruits be Holy, the Lump, or 
ie is yr 0 fo Holy, Rom. 11.) Soif 

riſt be Riſen, all true believers wlio 
are fallen aſleer, ſhall alſo be Raiſed, 


I 2. That 
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2. That of the Head, [He is the 


Head of the Body , the Church } 


Chriſt is the Head , and He and 
true Beleivers make up one Body. 

And as Adam is conliderd as the 
Head of Mankind, iz nhom all die, 
all that come from him , and partake 
his Nature: So is Chrift the Second 
Adam to be conſider'd as the Head of 
all Believers, in whom all [hall be made 
alive; All that partake of him, of 
his nature and Spirit, and are like 
him in Spirit and Life, they ſhall 
alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly 
Adam in having an Immortal and 
Glorious Body, ſuch a one as Chriſt 
now hath. 


3- That of the Beginning, and the 
Firſt-born from the Dead, or more 
plainly (and without a Metaphor ) 


 Adts 26.23, the firſt that ſhould Riſe 


from the Dead. He is the fir# among 
thoſe who ſhall Riſe from the Dead 
unto Glory, the firſt which from the 
Grave was raiſed and exalted to Rea- 
ven : The Firſt, as being the Cuſe 
of the Reſurreftion of others ( in 
which Senſe he ſaith, Jo. x1. 25. / 


am ' 
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am the Reſurreftion and the Life) and 
the Firſt-1in Order of Time, — Chriſt 
the firit-fruits (he firſt was to Rile) 
afterwards they that are Chriif's at his 
cominz ; and at his coming to Judg- 
ment they ſhall then Riſe who are his 
Members, who belong to him, and 
are his peculiar Poſſethon. 

But not onely from the ReſurreCtion 
of Chriſt doth the Apoſtle Labour to 
prove and clear to the Corinthians 
the ReſurreQtion of Chriſtians, bur 
from ſeveral other Arguments and 
Proofs, of which there are not a few 
in this Chapter ; and he doth more 
largely inſiſt upon this DoQrine here, 
then he doth elſewhere in his Epiſtles 
upon any other : He ſpeaks alſo more 
particularly here about the Nature 
and Quality of the Body to be Raiſed, 
ot its being Spiritualiz'd and Immor- 
taliz'd , as allo in his 2 Ep. to Cor, 
Chap. 5. And lomething he tells them 
that was a Secret, undiſcoyered here- 
tofore, 125 iy Yui Ate, Behold, I 

ew you a Myſtery, or I tell you a ſecret, 
Cor. 15. 51. and the ſamehe told to 

e Theſſalonians , in 1 Ep. Chap. 4. 
which he ujhers in with this Preface, 

the more toaſſure them of it, Verf. 15. 
$.-2 CF 
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A Diſccarſe on x Cor. 1 5. 58, 


[ For this we ſay unto J0u by the word 


of the Lord | 

And there was great need that the 
Apoſtle ſhould be ſo large and earneſt 
in the confirming of this Truth, be- 
cauſe there were ſome at Corinth that 
having before received it, began to 
deny the Reſurreftion of the Dead , 
Verſ. 12. And indeed this Leaven of 
the Sadducees, the denyal of the Re- 
ſurreFinvn and Life to come, was hkely 
to ſpread there, ſuch a DoCtrine there 
were many that were apt to recelve 
in this place, and to wiſh it true (and 
generally Men from wiſhing ſuch a 
thing to be true, intimethink it tobe 
true) becauſe Corizth the Metropolis 
of Achats being grown a Wealthy 
City by Merchandiſe (for the which 
It was excellently fitted by its Scitua- 
tion9 and as Luxurious and Voluptu- 
ous as Wealthy (Riches uſually Mini- 
ſtring to Luxury and Luft) fo that 
it grew to a Proverb, Non «ft omni. 
bus Corinthum appellere ; which 
Florace hath expreſt in this Ver{« 


Now cnivis homini contingit 4 
Corinthum. 


There was a Temple in this Ciry 
Dedicated 


F  ADiſcourſe2n 1 Cor.15.59, 
Dedicated to Venus, and (as Strabo 
relates, Geogy. 1.8.) ſo Richly En- 
dowed, that above a Thouſand Whores 
were Dedicated and Devoted for her 
Luſtfal Service, and they -were very 
coſtly,demanded great Wages for their 
In.quity. ; which gave occaſion to the 
forementioned Proverb; and becaule 
of the Uncieanneſs that did abound 
here., and to which the Corinthians 
were addicted (lo that Kop.y9iz7eVo, 
was as much as Scortars) there was 
great reaſon for the Apoltle (in 1 Ep. 
Chap.6.) to heap up (though in few 
words) ſo many, Arguments againſt 
Fornication. Now to ſuch a fort of 
People as theſe were, the Doctrine 
that denyed all Re/urretion and the 
Judgment to come, Was very plea» 
ſing. 

To conclude therefore, from the 
Arguments uſed by the Apoſtle in 
this Epiſtle for the proof of the Re- 
ſarreition, and from what he Preach- 
ed at other times (as he intimates in 
Verſ. 1. 3 ). concerning it ; the Ce- 
rinthians might well be aſſured that 
thieir Laboir ſhould not be in vain 43 
the Lord ; And therefore He might 
_ well iay eddrec, foraſmuch as ye know, 
; I 3 KC, 
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&c. and the rather becauſe (as he tells 
them in Yer/, 1. 2.) ye have received 
the Goſpel which I Preached unto you, 
this gredt Evangelical” Truth , and 
Je aid ftand or had Hood (t5mwert) in 
it, it had been firmly embraced by 
them ; And he might well alſo exhorr 
them to be Stedfaſt and Unmoveable, to 
ſtand firm in the Profeſſion of it (as 
Me doth in the laſt Verſe) and to 
the like purpoſe he tells them, in 
Verſ.11. Therefore, whether it were [ 
or they, ſo we Preach, and ſo ye Believed : 
Where having before ſpoken of Cephas 
and the other ApoFles, all which were 
Eye-witneſſes of Chris Reſurr: tion 
(for to'them he appeared more then 
once upon Earth) and having alſo 
fpoken of himſelf, to whom Chriſt 
appeared from Heaven , and there- 
fore he of his own knowledge could 
. Feſtifie that Chrift was Alive again ; 
he adds whether it were I or they, 
Whether ye look upon 'my own Teſti- 
tnony, or upon the Teſtimony of his 
Apoſtles (of whom he ſpeaks in the 
foxegoing Verſe) ſo we Preach (both 
I and they Preach the ſame thing ) 
#»4d ſo je Believed ; ye did receive this 
Truth ,- 'and held'it without waver- 
$f << *: A. to EW W747-w n= ng 


A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58, 119 
ing, as indeed there was no cauſe after 
ſach Ample and Clear Proof and 
Teſtimony ro doubt of it, 

This Doctrine of the Reſarredtion 
. and a Renard to come the Corinthians 
might alſo know from the Preaching 
of Cephas or Peter, or of ſome of his 
Diſciples ; And from the Preaching of 
Apollos, Who was an Eloquent Man 
and Mizhty in the Scripture, and being 
Fervent in Spiyit , (an inſtance of 
which is that in Verſ. 28. wr, 
with great vehemency he convinced the 0 
Jews) he taught axpS2; exattly . 
(with exact Truth) the things of the 
Lord, or concerning the Lord, mx mipt- 
Ts »ypls, the Lord Jeſus (This he did 
at Epheſus) and being more perfetHy 
inſtructed in the way of God by Aquila 
and Priſcilla whom S. Paul did high- 
ly value and calls his F:{ow-labourers 
in Chrif# Feſus, Rom. 16. 3,4. h 
went into dAchaia, and coming t 
Corinth the Metropolis thereof , 
ouvbertro, he helped them wuch 4 or 
he much advantaged and emproved) them 
that believed through Grace (Verl. 27.) 
Viz. upon the Preaching of $. Paul; 
for Paul plantedyand Apollos watered, 
(t Cor. 3.) And as ſome myght know 
I 4 this 


\ A Diſcourſe on x Cor:15.58. F 
this fram the Preaching: of Pau/, and F 
Cephas , and Apollos , ſo ſome from 
Chriſt himſelf pretended to. have .been 
inſtructed in the Chriſtian Dottrine : 
As appears by thoſe diviſions amongſt 
them, in ſaying, 7 am of Paul, and 1 
of Cephas, and I of Chriſt; as we 
read in 1, Cer. 1. 12. 
© Andno wonder that S. Pauland the 
Apoſtles were ſo much upon this : For 
the DoQrine of the Reſurrettion, of 
Chriſls Refurredion firſt, is a Dottrine 
of greateſt Importance , as it makes 
for the encouragement of our Faith 
and Hope in God ( for he was raifed 
for our Juſtification , Rom. 4.) and 
as ir makes for the juſtifying and con- 
firmation of the Goſpel, the Doctrine 
that he taught; there being no greater 
proof or evidence. that the moſt 
DouBting and Scepticaland Prejudiced 
Fes delire or expect to have, to 
mo one to be a true Prophet, 4 
eacher ſent from God, and that his 
Dottrine was from God, then this, if 
the Prophet or Teacher ſhould fore- 
tel and give it them for a Sign to: be- 
lieve in him, That after his being pat 
to Death by thoſe that would not be- 
lieve bim , he: ſhould ariſe and live 
again 


again in the World, and within ſuch a 
time ; which was fulflPd and verified 
in our Saviour,; and this was his 
laſt Sign ſuperadded to the other 
Signs, the Miracles which he wrought, 
and is called The Sign of the Prophet 
Jonas ; For as Jonas was Three Days 
and Three Nights in the Whale's 
Belly, fo ſhall the Sow of Man be Three 
Days and Three Nights in the Heart of. 
the Earth (Matth. 12.40.) And indeed 
this Sign of the Prophet Jonas was 
was very fhtly remarkeabie, Briefly-to 
gloſs upon it. 

In this great Sea of the World its 
no wender-1f the great Tempeſt of 
God's Anger: doth. arile by reaſon of 
Mens Sins, ſo that all arein danger to 
be calt away and Periſh :. And. there- 
fore it was expedient that one ſhould 
Die (as Caiaphas the High-Prieſt ſpake, 
and more Prophertically then he was 
aware of, Jo. 11.50) Jonas was caſt 
into the Sea, that the reſt might be 
faved, and the Sea calmed. He of- 
fered himſelf ro. them, to ſtay the ra- 
ging of the Sea, andtoſave them from 
periſhing ; And Chriſt . offered him: 
ſelf to thoſe that came with Fudas 
to apprehend him and bring him 30 

S 
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his Suffering', which was deſigned 
afid agreed on by the Chief of the 
Fews (Jo.18.8.) I have told you that 
I am he. If therefore ye ſeek me let 
theſe (his Diſciples he means) go their 
way, I am the Man that muſt ſtay the 
Seorm. Jonas was in the Belly of the 
Whale (Jon. 2. 1.) and i» the Heart 
of t he Seas, (Verſ(; 3.) and this Belly 
af the Whale he calls the Belly of Hell, 
ſo that he was as good as loſt or dead, 
1t was a wonder that he was not con- 
ſumed, he was dead i» « Fignre (as 
tis ſaid of T/azc, Heb. 11.) And Chri# 
was inthe: Heart of the Earth, in the 
Belly of the Grave, he was dead not 
in a Figure onely, but really dead and 
buried. FTJonas was reſtored the Third 
Day to the dry Land alive [Thou ha# 
(faith he ) brought up my Life from 
Corruption, O Lord my God ] And fo 
was Chriſt reſtored the Third Day to 
the Land of the Living. And to caſt 
in and ſuperadd one Reſemblance 
more, though not of this kind, Fonas 
aroſe and went to Nimeveh (a great 
and 'populons 'City ) to Preach Re- 
pentance to'them : And Chriſt being 
rifen from 'the dead, Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins was to be Preached 

in 


in his Name, among all Nations, not 
to one City or one Nation onely , 
though firſt it was to be Preacht at 
Feruſalem, Luke 24. 47, 0 

And as the Apoſtles Preached Jeſs, 
and his Reſurreftion, and did it with 
great Power, as it is expreſt in Atts 4, 
Verl. 33. And with great Powey gave 
the Apoſtles Witneſs of .the Reſur- 
rettion of the Lord Teſws. S. Petes 
Preacht it at Pentecoſt before the 
Jews then Aſſembled at Teruſalem, 
from every Nation under Heaven, and 
this he did were 7rapprize, Atts 2. 29. 
freely and openly : And again he did 
It, at the Templein Solomon's Porch 
before the Jews ; and with a boldneſs 
that Aſtoniſhed them. He and S. 
John aſlerted it before Annas the 
High-Prieſt, and Caiephas, and the 
Rulers' and Eldeys and Scribes, As 
4.13. and this they did again, and 
in the Temple, as we read in As 5c 
in obedience to Gods Meſſage ſent 
them by an Angel , Verſ. 20. Go, 
Rand and ſpeak in the Temple to the 
People, all the words of this Life. $0 
the Apoſtles alſo Preacht Our Reſur- 
reftion ( which is conſequent upon 
Chriſt's ) with all freedom , though 
it 
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it Galld the Sadducees, who were 
grieved that they Preached through 
Jeſus the Reſurredtion"ſrom the Dead, 
Acts 4. 2. And S. Peter in his Preach- 
ing to Cornelizs and his near Friends 
and Kinſmen (the firſt converted Gez- 
tiles) as he Preacheth Chriſts Reſur- 
rection (Acts 10. 40, 41.) ſo he tells 
them that Chriſt Commanaded us (viz. 
the Apoſtles) to Preach anto the People, 
and to tefttfie that it is He which was Or- 
dained of God to be the Judge of Guick 
and Dead ; whence it follows, That 
Chriſt was to Rile from the Dead, and 
that the Dead ſhall Riſe again : The 
words ſippoſe both the Reſurrettion 
of Chriſt, and Our ReſurreQion. 

But to return to our Apoſtle Paul 
(who by the Grace of God laboured 
more abundantly then they all) Hevery 
largely and freely, Preached Chris 
Reſurrection , and Ovrs; That this 
was his. conltant Employment, He 
affirms it in his defence before King 
Agrippa and- Feſtus the Roman Go- 
vernour, As 26, Verl. 22. I con- 
tinue unto this Day, Witneſſing both to 


{mall and great, That Chriſt ſhould 
ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the firſt 


that ſhould Riſe from the Dead, And 
in 
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A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15, 58. 
' in the beginning of his Apology or 
Deſencz why ſhould it P34 p15, 1 f 4 
thing incredible with you that God ſhould 
Raiſe the Dead? (Verl. 8.) And as 
here before the Greateſt Perſons, ſo 
before the Greateſt TJudicatory in 
Greece, the Judges in Areopagns, be= 
fore the Aeyaca omg at Athens (that 
famous Univerſity, *EXMu; ExaaTcy, 
the Greece of Greece, as it was called) 
he Preached Jeſus and the Reſurrettion, 
AQts 17. 18. forthe which he was op- 
poſed by the Epicureens, and counted 
at Athens no better then a OTE MOALYSS 
a Babler, a T rifler, a Deſpicable fellow ; 
and the ſame Entertainment he met 
with afrer he had Preached the ſame 
before the Judges in Areopazus, as 
we find it in Verl. 32. And when they 
heard of the Reſurreftion of the Dead, 
ſome Mocked , for he had ſaid in the 
words immediately foregoing, That 
now God Commandeth all Men every 
where to Repent, becanſe he hath ap- 
pointed a Day wherein he will Tadge the 
World with Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath Ordained (viz. by Chriſt) 
whereof he hath given aſſurance, in that 
he Raiſed him from the Dead. Though 
he had ſeen before how this DoQtrine 
was 
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was entertain'd with ſcorn, @s idle 
talk and for which he was covnted 
6megproAe; , (and for ſuch and no 
better it was eſteemed by Plz 

(in Hiſt. Nat. 1.2.c 7. and /.7.c, 55.) 
pnerile deliramentum, and alſo by the 
Heathen Cecr/ius in Minutins Felix , 
Chriſtianorum anil:s fabule ) yet he 
knowing of what great importance 
and werghty conſequence it was to 
Preach this neceſſary Doctrine of the 
Reſurrefion and (that which it 1s in 
order to ) the Tudgment to come, and 
wha: the Power of it was, as it after- 
ward made Felix, the Roman Go- 
vernour, 29 tremble; he thought it 
Seaſonable to declare it before that 
Grave and Severe Senate and Judi- 
catory of the Areopazites at Athens, 
And what he did here aſſert and 
Preach before them, was very fit and 
Sealonable; for that Court or Judica- 
tory was a little Figure ond Emblem 
of the great Day of Judgment. T his 
Court was the Supreme Court of 
Juſtice at Atrhexs., the Judges were 
perſons of great note, and renown'd 
for their Wiſdom and Integrity, able 
and'fit to Judge of the moſt weighty 
matters, and therefore were rhe moſt 
difficulg 
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© difficult cauſes wont to be refer'd to 
them 3 they fat in the Dark, that 
they might not be moved to any un- 
due affection and compaſiion upon 
Sight of the MalefaCtor ; they would 
nor permit bim pupae or gw Tt 
atyev, to uſe any Rhetorick to move 
their affetions, but onely to make a 
plain and bare Narration: They were 
alſo very ſtrict and ſevere in enquir- 
ing into the Lives and Manners of 
Men ( for this was another End to 
which this Court was appointed) and 
taking an account hereof, abi quid 
quiſque Athenienſium ageret , diligen- 
tiſſime inquiri ſolebat ut homines honeſta- 
tem (vite rationem memnores reddendam 
elſe) ſequerentur (as Valerius Maximus 
deſcribes it) they were ſftridttly inquiſi- 
tive what any one of the Athenians 
did, how he demean'd himſelf, that Men 
might ſee it to be their intereſt to live 
well , as conſidering that they were to 
give an account of their lives and" be- 
hawiour ; and therefore it was-called 
Sand#iſſimum Conſilium, the moſt Holy 
Council or Judicatory ; and by this 
it ſeem'd a little Repreſentarion of the 
Great Tribunal of Chriſt and Solemn 
Day of Judgment, at what rime #he 
; Books 
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Bovks ſhall be opened, the Rolls where. 
in Mens Actions are Recorded ; and 
when Al! maſt appear before the Judy. 
ment-Seat of Chriſt , that every ont 
may receive the things done in his 
Boay, according to that he hath done, 
whether good or evil, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in 2 Cor 5.10. And upon this 
account and conſideration (as a proper 
and powerful perſwaſive to a good 
Life) he woula have Chriſtians to 
make it their great delign and Holy 


_ Ambition to live ſo as to be acceptable 
unto God, in the foregoing Verſe, 


as headdsalſo in the tollowing Verſe, 


Knowing therefore the terrour of the 
Lord (this dreadful appearance of 
the Lord at the Laſt Day ) we pezr- 


{wade Men. 
Thus we ſee how the Apoſtle made 


it his great careand buſineſs to Preach 


' the Reſurreftion of Chriſt, as alſo the 
General Reſurreftion, or (which a- 
mounts to as much) the Great Day of 
Fudement, What ever Doctrine , 
more ſmooth and flattering, and com- 
plying with Mens eaſe and carnality, 
Others might Teach, yet this is that 
which S. Paul with all faithfullneſs 


Preacht unto the World , this who 
dune ls 


] 
a 


his Preaching of the Goſpel, he made 
ſure always to clear, and confirm, and 
nculcate this great Evangelical 'Truch, ' 
this Fundamental Article of Chriſti: 
an Religion; -T he Dottrine of the Re- 
ſurreftion. | 

Concerning which, I ſhall onely 
add this one Conlideration more (and 
its worthy to be well conſtder'd by us) 
That though in this Fifteenth Chaprer 
to the Cor:mehians he uſeth many Ar- 
guments to evince and perſwade the 
Belief of Onr Reſurrefion, yet firit of 
all, and principally, ( ty mparo) he 
makes uſe of the Reſurreftion of Chriſt 
for the proof of it, who rofe as the 
Head of the Church ( the Second 
Adam being a Common Head, as well 
as the Firſt, in' the Senſe we, have 
ſhewed ) and as the Firi-fruits of 
them that Slept, and the. Firſt-born 
from the Dead. And further conſider, 
That the Argument drawa from 
Chriſts being Raiſed to Life, and to 
a Life of Immortal Blefjgn'/* ( Rom, 
6.9 ) isa moſt plain and eaſie Argu- 
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ment to prove that there is a Bleſſed 
Life and Immortality hereafter, There 
are other Arguments to evince this, 

K but 
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but fome. of them | are too ſublime 


for every capacity ;  butthe meaneſk 
are Capable of underſtanding this: 


For the Man Chriſt, one in our nature 


and fleſh, Died, and'Roſe again, and 
is now Alive, and liveth for Ever; 
which is an evident proof ofa future 
Life after the Death of the Body, 
and a fair pledge of a Bleſſed Immor- 
tality hereafter, which God will re- 
ward the faithful with, thoſe that 
have the Spirit of God: dwelling in 
them , 'as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 
8. 11. ' 

And now having ſeen how Chri- 
ſtians. have good ground to hope for, 
and expett a Future Reward of Soul 
and Body from the Light of Reve- 
lation, we ſhall ſhew (in the follow- 
ing Arguments) how they may 
_— for it from the Light of Rea- 
on. 


2, From the Fuſtice of God, they 
may kuow their Labour is not in 
Vain. | 


His Juſtice manifeſts it ſelf in rex- 
aring to every one according to his 
works, 


A Biſons on t Cor. 5, 8. 
works, and this without any reſpect of 
Perſons : Both  Maximes | are much 
inſiſted upoa in the Scriptures both of 
the Old and New Teſtament. The 
firſt is acknowledged by Ugvid the 
Royal Pfalmiſt, in P/al. 62, 12, by 
that Royal Oracle cf, Wiſdom 
Solomon his Scn, Prov. 24.12. by the 
Prophets, Jeremy 32.19, Exzef. 33-20. 
and by one "ga then Solomon 
and the Prophets, even Chriſt Jeſus, 
the Judge himſelf, in Matth. 16.27. 
Revel. 22. 12, and by his Apoltles, 
S. Panl, Rom. 2.6. 2 Cor.s5. 10. and 
S. Peter, 1 Ep. 1. 17 

Now the ways or works of Men 
are either good or evil; and God who 
rewards, cannot be deceived or mi- 
{taken ; (as not Corrupred or wrought 
upon by fear or flattery) but he has 

a perfe& knowledge, and juſt value 
of Mens works, knows the inward 
Springs and Principles of their ations: 
And he which is Lord over all; ſhall 
fear no Mans perſons, ' nor ſhall he 
ſtand in awe of any Mans greatnels, 


e&c. Wildom6. 7, He ſeeth not as Man 


ſeeth, for Man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the 
K 2 Heart, 
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A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
Heart , 1 Sam. 16. 7. The Righteous 
' Lord tries the Reines and Heart , 
Pſal. 7. 9. And this, That he may give 
every Man according #0 his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings ; 
which is mention'd with God's ſearch- 
ing and pondering the Heart, and 
trying the Reins, Fer. 17. 10. Prov. 
24. 12, | 

And that God renders to every one 
without reſpect of perſons, 1s a Maxime 
frequently alſo aſſerted in Scripture, 
in the Old Teſtament, Det. 10. 17. 

2 Chroz. 19.7. Job 34.19 and in the 
New Teſtament, As 10. 34. Rom.2. 
1t. Gal. 2.6. Epheſ. 6.9. Colo. 3. 25. 
We read in Prov. 1. 1. that A falſe, 
Ballance is Abomination to the Loyd, 
ſurely then God will not Practiſe that 
himſelf, which he Abominates in Men ; 
but he will weigh the aCtions of Men 
in a true Ballance. He will be far 
from all Partiality and reſpeC of per- 
ſons, which are falſe Weights and 
Meaſures, and Ballances of deceit. 
He will not accept or reſpect perſons 
in Judgment. In the diſpenſation of 
Rewards and Puniſhment, he will 
not. regard or look at any thing Wl 
tnNC 
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| , the temperof their Minds, and their 
Aftions, whether good or evil. 

Now the Juſtice of God requires 
ut bonis bene , malis male (it. 1a. 3. 
10, 11. Say ye to the Righteons, That 
it ſhall be we{ with him. Wo wnto 
the wicked, it ſhall be i4 with him, 

But we often experience it others. 
wiſe to be in this World, yea good 
Men in the Old Teſtament found it 
not ſeldome to be otherwiſe ; and 


yet under that diſpenſation there is ' 


more abundant mention of Temporal 
good things in the Promiſes there 
recorded ; and hence were thoſe 
complaints in Mal. 3. 15. and in P/al. 
73. trom Verſe 3. to 12. (as Job. 12. 
6.) and in Fer. 12. 1, and Holy 
David oblery'd thelike of wicked Mey, 
the Men of the World , Pſal. 17. 
14. and in the Epiſtle to the. Hebrews 
the Calamiries of the moſt Eminent 
in goodneſs are deſcribed, Yezſ. 36. 
37, 38. 

The Iſraelites ( God's People) 
gather Straw, make Brick, livea Life 
of bitter affliction ,. when as the 
Egyptians liveat eaſe, and in pleaſures. 
When Jacob w his Children were 

ts £ afflicted 
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4 Pijcourſe on 1 Cor. 15.58. 
afflicted, *partly as being in a «ah 
ing © and uncertain condition," and 
partly while they were Strangers and 
Servants'in Egypt, Efau and his Po- 
ſterity ouriſhed in Honour, 

Lazarus (a Son of Abraham) had 
many evil things , was in hard Cir- 
cumitances, not onely poor, but full 
of Sores, a fick weak thing, unable 
to get his Bread with labour and ſweat 
of his brows ; delired but the Crumbs 
that fell from the Rich Mans T able. 
Dives the Rich Man, and wicked, had 
his 200d things ; he was Richly Attired, 


and fared Delicionſly every Day, (Luke 


16. 19.) ok Nut pay 5 Every Day he 
enjoy'd all that made for pleaſure , 
2nd not onely at ſome great or Solen:n 
times ; Heand his Five Brethren with 
other jolly Company : While others 
(as Lazaras) fared hardly. 

So that 'Sin is not alway puniſhed 
in this Life, nor Holineſs rewarded. 
God did not render unto Zazarm, 
and thoſe of whom the World was not 
Worthy, he did not render unto them 


 1n this Life according to what they 


had done or ſuffered. 


_=— God 
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God did not render unto [Dives here 
#ccording to the evil he did, his .Un- 
mercifulneſs, his Luxury and Riot, 
with the Sins attending thereon ; He 
had the good things of this Life, lived 
in eaſe and pleaſure, he received 10 
fall Meaſure hs good things : Now 
this was nota Reward according to 


[io he did; he Reaped what was 


etter then he Sowed. 
And therefore if Divine Providence 


| dyes not equally diſtribute Rewards 


and Puniſhments here ; it follows, 
ſince'God is Juſt, That in the World 
to come he will diſpenſe Rewards and 
Puniſhments according as they have 
lived here ; that every one may receive 
according to what they have done in the 
Boay, whether good oy evil. There 1s 
therefore a time, a Day to come, 
wherein the Judge of the World will 
make it appear that he did weigh and 
conlider the Spirits and Lives of all 
Men, and now they ſhall be dealt with 
according as they have done well or il 
here, and therefore this time is called, 
Rom. 2.5. 1he Day of the Revelation 
of the Righteeows Judzment of God, 
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A Diſcowrfe on 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
This Argument taken from * 
Juſtice of God, is mention*d by 
Apoſtlein 2 Theſ.1.6, 7. Iris RI hte- 
ous thing with Ged to recompenſe riba- 
lation to them that trouble you: And to 
ou who are troubled, Reſt with us, when 
the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
Heaven, with his mighty Angels. 

In ſhort thus, God the Wiſe and 
Righteous Law-giver and Ruler of 
the World, hath given us a Law and 
Rule to walk by and govern us, and 
he hath ſhewed us what 7s good, end what 
the Lord our God requires of us, (and 
his Will is Holy, and Wiſe and Per- 
fea) this Law he hath Written in 
Mans Conſcience , and hath more 
fully declared it in his Word : Now 
he will not let the Tranſgreſlion of his 


Righteous Law, the open and conſtant 


violation of it by wicked Men, go un. 
puniſhed ; tho' he may bear with 
them here for a while, he will not 
ſuffer them to devour and cruelly to 
treat his obedient Servants; the Rod 
of the wicked ſhall not always reſt upon 
the Lot of the Righteous, (Pfal. 125. ) 
But they ſhall know that there is a 
God chat Judgeth in the Earth, Pom 
1a 


'. 
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ſhall find that Tribul;rion and Angeuiſp, 
Indignation and Wrath, will be to every 
Soul that doth Evil, Rom. 2. 

Nor will God forget the faithful and 
ſincere obedience of his Servants, but 
Will render Eternal Life to them that by 
patient continuance in well-doing ſeek 


for Honour, and Glory, and Immortality. 


Soin Hebr. 6.16. God is not unrighteous 
to forget your work and labour of Love. 
He hath his Book of remembrance, Mal. 
3. He hath promiſed an Eternal Re- 
ward, a Crown of Life ; and this Crown 


of Life and Glory is allo 4 Crows of. 


Righteopſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. And God as 
he is the Righteous Judge (as well as 
a God of Mercy) will give it, becauſe 
he hath promiſed to give it upon the 
Terms of Faith and ſincere Obedience, 
or patient continuance in well doing : 
And he who hath promiſed, will be 
Juſt and Righteous to perform ; as 
he 1s abundantly Mercitul in Pardon- 
ing our Infirmities and ImperfeCQtions, 
and allo in Rewarding us and doing 
for us exceeding abunſantly above 
all that we have done. So Rich 1s 
his Mercy, and ſo Noble his Goodneſs : 
And {ſo far'are our works, our doings 
or 
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or ORs from any Merit or any 
Worthineſs, to be compared with the 
Reward and Glory zo be revealed, 
Rom. 8. Itis a Merciful Juſtice, and 
therefore its laid in Pſal. 62.12. Alſo 
unto thee, O Lord, belongeth Mercy : 
For thow rendreſt to every Man ac- 
cording to his Work. 

Human Judicatories and Tribunals 
cannot take notice of all Sins and Of. 
tences ; and where they do, they may 
be corrupted or bribed, or they may 
be deceived and miſtaken. But the 
Judge of all the Earth, he regardeth 
not perſons nor taketh reward, Deut. 10, 
27. Nor can he be deceived by falſe 
pretenſions ; for the Lord is a God of 
knowledge, and by him attions are weighs 
ed, 1 Sam. 2. and before him all things 
are miked and open, Heb. 4. 

Humane Laws onely reſtrain Words 
and outward At#1ons : But the Divine 
Law reacheth the Spirit of Man, 
his inward Thoughts, and Secrets of 


the Heart. | $ 


There areg Spiritual Sins, as Hypo- 
crifie , Pride of Heart, Envy, Luſts 
of the Heart, Murder of the Heart ; 
Theſe, and the like, are not ns + 
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by Human Laws, but are greatly 
Criminal before God. ado 
'* There are Speculative Sins ; Sins 
acted over in the Phanſy, and there 
repeated 'and 'remember'd with de- 
light (when the outward att is paſt) 
which are highly provoking to God, 
and ſhall be judged: For, for Men to 
do this ,; to recal in their thoughts 
with pleaſure and delight ſuch and 
ſuch Sins, 1s to aCt over the ſame 
Sins in Phancy and Speculation, to ag- 
gravate their Sins by new and freſh 
guilt, 1t 1s to ſtand 'to and make 
good their* former Tranſgreſſions , 
inſtead of repenting of them; for 
then they would be remembred with 
. Sorrow and Abhorrence. 

Theſe Sins not falling under Mans 
Cognifance ; as onely Words and 
Aitons do, but not Thovghts ( which 
yet are the firſt contrivers of that Sin 
and evil in Words and Aﬀions) and 


theſe Sins eſcaping the Judgment and 
- Pumiſhments of Humane Tudicato- 
ries ; yet ſhall not eſcape the Judg- 


ment of God. 

The Day of Judgement is deſcribed 
by this, 1 Cor. 4.5. Judge nothing 
before 
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3 140 A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
| before the time, until the Lord comes 
who both will bring to light the Hidden 
things of Darkneſs, and will make mani- 
fe#t the Counſels of the Heart ; and 
then (ball every Man have praiſe of 
God ; that 1s, every one that hath done 
well ; as on the contrary, they ſhall 
have ſhame and everlafting contempt 
( Dan. 12. 2.) that have done evil, 
how cunning and cloſe ſoever they 
were, and whatſoever fair pretences 
they might make before Men. The 
Day of Judgment 1s deſcribed here 
by the time when Chriſt ſhall bring to 
light the Hidden things of Darkneſs, and 
make manifeit the Counſels of the Heart : 
And ſo in Rom. 2. 16. its calPd the 
Day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of 
Mer, by Jeſus Chriſt. 


3. From the Teſtimony of Conſcience. 


Conſcience is God's Deputy and 
Vice-gerent. The voice of Conſcience 
is God's voice, and it does powerfully 

- witneſs a Future State, and the Re- 
wards and Puniſhmeants to be diſpen- 
ſed therein, according to what we 
have done here, Good or Evil. 
| Upon 


A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15, 58. 

Upon the: Conſciouſneſs of doing 
their duty, there ariſes withia Men a 
Peace, and Satisfattion, and Com- 
fortable expeQtations from God who 
1s the Father of Mercies, And there 
is no ſuch ſatisfaQtion, no ſuch joyous 
refleftions as thoſe ; as *twas ſaid of 
the Athenians » janTe E£92THY ZAAN0 Te 
ivr 1 Ta dJtore Tpezai. A CON- 
tinual Feaſt is a good Conſcience ; 
But this Feaſt is bur an Antipaſt, a 
foretaſt of a better ia Heaven. 

Now on the contrary, there follows 
upon Sin, inward Trouble, and An- 
guiſh, and Fear, a fearful expeQtation 
of a ſad after-reckoning and Judg- 
ment to com:. He ſunt impijs aſſidue 
domeſticeque furie (laith Tully.) And 
thele inward Fears and Troubles, 
Terrors of another World, are not 
impreſt upon Men by Politians and 
Stateſmen, for Secular ends and in- 
tereſt of State, to awe Men into 0- 
bedience; For, 


(1.) They follow upon ſuch fins 
as are not puniſhable by Human 
Laws, as Secret Sins , Sins of the 
Heart, Speculative Sins and Spiritual 

FN Wicked- 


la "AA", 


Wickedneſſes'j' which ate ſuch Sins. 
as fio Earthly Jvdges, no Magiſtrates 
can have Copmilance of, and no 
Hitman Laws' can" reach : It would 
be a vain thrng for the Supreme 
Powers to make Laws about what its 
impofiible for them to know , and 
conſequently impoſlible for them to 
puniſh. 


( 2.) Yea, they follow upon ſuch 
Sins as are hid'from Men, if paniſh- 
able: by Laws: when diſcovered, fuch 
Sins as no Man can accuſe the Male- 
et of, or not prove them againſt 

im. | 


(3.) Yea, they follow upon ſuch 
ſins, as being known by Man, yet 
are not puniſhable by the Laws of 
that Country, nay ſometimes are 
applauded and efteem'd by Men. 
Tudas his fin was ſo far from bein 
vg=ery by the Jewiſh Powers, that 

& was rewarded for it ; Bur the re- 
ward he' had, and all the applauſe 
ahd encouragement they could 
give him , could not eaſe and: free 

im from the Anguiſh im his Con- 

ſe:ence, 


A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 1 g. 58. 
ſcience , ' and Fear of what was to 
COme, * 


( 4.) Yea theſe Fears and Terrors 
are found to be amongſt them in 
whom 1s no Policy, Nations that 
are rude and barbarous, and not 
governed by Crafty Polititians ; yet 
even in ſuch appear'd Magna vis, 
Conſcientie : So univerſally have they 
poſſeſt Men, and in all ages ; whereas 
vain and cauſeleſs and Panick Fears 
are of a ſhort and uncertain continu- 
ance, and not ſo univerſal, as th:ſe 
ward Fears and Troubles of Con- 


ſcience. Nor are theſe Fears pleaſing 


and grateful to Men (as is eaſie for 
any Man ro judge and acknowledge) 
but contrary to the inclinations of 
Men, who are carried out to the love 
and practiſe of ſuch Sins (as Revenge, 
Injuſtice, Luſt, and the like) whence 
theſe inward Troubles ariſe. 


(5.) To what hath been ſaid, I 
ſhall ſuperadd this, That the Deep- 
elt Polititians and Greateſt Stateſ- 
men, the Greateſt Potentates of the 


Earth are not more free and ſecure 


from 
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| from theſe: inward Fears . then the 


gms terre, the mean Peaſants and 
oſe of low degree (which yet theſe 
Grandees could nor have been diſturb- 
ed with, had they known that theſes 
were: but arts and a juggle invented 
by them for State-reaſons) yea the 
Great Men of the Earth, Men of Policy. 
and Power, have been rather, more 
ſeverely laſht ceco werbere, . with theſe 


ſecret and unſeen laſhes : They have 


been more - ſeverely | aſſaulted and, 
haunted by: theſe domeſtice furie.and. 
inward Horrors, .thqugh they would. 
fain have been delivered from! them, 
and have uſed. all arts to be;.freed from: 
this evil Spirit, a. Self- corrading and. 
tormenting Conſcience, which troud- 
rok them.. Pr Foes \ — 


pee Vf Faw the Souls itward Seaſe in 
good Men, 


There are certain Inſtindts and Sym- 
pathies and Propenſions inthe Soubof 


Man to Religion, to God and the En«- 
joyment .ok-him4.and theſe: are more, 
eſpecially, enliaggnds'} [nd vigorons, 


{ Souls. There 


18 


F fuch Sobls #fter Unian with 


© 2 Diſedoſtow 7 Candi. 


is a vehement thirſt and ton * | 


the Father'of Spirirs '; "Their Souls 
pant after God, after the living God, 
that they msy fee and emoy him 
whom their Souls love-, whom rhey 
' have choſen for: their Portion , for 
whom they have forfaken 2] the vanit- 
ties of the World, and denyed Alt to 
' enjoy Him ; They have none in 


| Heaven - -but Him , none 1n Earth 


in | comparifon of Him. As for 
this prefept Life and State , they 
groan being burdened , while they 
are 1n thts Tabernacle ;. this ts their 
State of Pilgrimage ; while" they are 
here, they are abſent from the "oY 
2 Cor. rags 


' And hh it is hat theſe Holy 
 Souis perfwade themfetves that the 
, Father of, Spirits, God who is Love, 
that implanted theſe Tnftinfts and 
AﬀeCtions in them, that hath awake- 
ned them by his: Grace ,: that hath 
drawrr out hair Hearts after him , 
| fo rint the Love of God” harh CON- 
 ftrain'd them ro counte® that. 
Þ he commanded. rheny grievous todo, 
L nothing 


PLYT 
nothing hand 10 taller 
erik emſelves .t = 

Pe theſe Deſires and Alteftions 

f his owa. begetting . jn them , 7 
Fur be ſattsfied when I awake, with 
thy, likeneſs (as Holy David ſpeaks 
Fat 17.) and that gi Souls who + 
cleave to God in love, who deſire 
and love him above all things, and 
do more thirſt after a full Enjoy- 
ment of him from the leſſer taſtes ps 
reliſhes of his Goodnefs here , and 

ope to ſee him as he is, face to 
ace hereafter, ſhall not be fruſtra- 
ted of their deſires and hopes ; but 

God will ſatisfie theſe : by the mani- 
feſtation of ſome beiter .State and 
Enjoyment then of this World, which 
is not their Portion, nor did they 
mind Earthly-, things. .. 'They per- 
{wade themlelves that God. will not 
forfake them , nor thruſt away ths 
Squl that thirſts after him, and 
loves 'and deſires him above all, 
agd- places her Felicity in him ; and 
when ir. has moſt prepared her 
ſelf , as. a. Bride adorned for her 
Hugband , for the other State, and 
Is more near to enjoy him, as it is 
when 


— 
r..him, the 
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Thar ſuch. a Soul ſhould be ct” 
off frotn God, and caſt into the place 
of for fulneſs and be no more J 
{o as ſhould never efijoy 
( nor indeed an ny thing elſe) 1s foo 


to be conceived , it being mani- 


=_ contrary to the Divine Goods 


Hath God implanted in Brvite yeaſts 
ſuch and ſuch Propenfions and In- 
ſins, Symparhies and Antipathies; 
the Paſſions bf Fear and Avelfation” 
the AﬀeQtions of Hope, and Defire; 
and Joy, with real and proper Ob- 
jets. for them to be reſpeQively 
exerciſed upon ; So that they na- 
turally fear and avoid whit is fot 
their hurt, dnd they hope and de- 
fire and delight in what is for their 
welfare and pleaſure * ? Arid is it to 
be imagined that the ſame Paſſions 


which are implanted by God in' 


Better and Higher Beirlgs, the Souls 
of Men', and in Holy and teriewee 
Souls ( the Beſt Souls ) have not 
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the Hope of - enjoy ing , and a 
Bleſſed Immortality, and the Future 
State (and the Joy: thence ariſing, 
or, 'as the, Apoltle ſpeaks, Roz. 5. 
the rejoycing .in Hope of #he Glory of 
Ges} a vain, Hope, a vain Joy 
Do. the Beſt Men. a4 like Fools, ' 
and uowilcly, in denying themſelves 
as,.to many advantages and plea+ 
ſures in this World, for an Uropien 
Paradiſe, for a Nothing , for that 
which is not? Are all the Religious 
Iaſtiafts and, Propenſions ' towards 
. God' , which are rooted in the 
Souls of Men , and are moſt ative 
in the Souls of Holy Men, and e. 
ſpecially towards ' the end of their 
Life , are they Frultraneous and 
Vain ? 


But we cannot \imagine things 
to be thus, without highly reproach- 
ing the God of Nature, | God molt 
Wiſe and moſt Good, who made af 
his Works iu Wiſdom , (Pal. 104, 
24. which Wiſdom reacheth - from 
one end $0 another, and ſweetly, orders 
all things, Wiſdom. 8. 1.) and who 
aw 


" _ADjfrowſe on 1 Cor.15.4h, wy' * 
T ſaw every _ that he had made; _ 
' that it was good, wety good (Genel; 

1,) and accordingly fitted © every 
Creature for its End ;, which it 
knows , and obſerves the proper 
means to attain it ; this Wiſe and 
Good God did got ſurely do other- 
wiſe in making of Man , but 'he 
hath excellently firted him for the 
Higheſt and Beſt Exd ; and Holy 
Suuls are 1n the readieſt capacity 
for it. Hence that in 2 Cor. 5. 5. 
He that hath wrought us for the 
ſelf ſame thing, is God , who alſo 
hath given unto #s the earne# of the 
Spirit, 


And thus much for the Argu- 
ments from the light of Reafon : 
Concerning which, if any ſhall 4 
object , That this laſt Argument S 
( as alſo the former) ſeems not fo i 
much to prove the RefurreQioti 
of the Body, as a Life to come, 
or a Blefſed Immortality of the 
Soul after the Death of the Body ; 

I anſwer, Be it ſo, yet they are 
of force to prove that which _ | 
the 
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Xx the!. matter in hagd-, Viz, That 

: thoſe who Abound in the Work of the 
Lord , their. Labowr ſhall not be ini 
vain is the Lord; 


